NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS”

General Topics

1. Walter ERHARDT, Erich GO6TZ, Nils
BODEKER & Siegmund SEYBOLD -
Der grolle Zander. Enzyklopédie der
Pflanzennamen. - Ulmer, Stuttgart,
2008 (ISBN 978-3-8001-5406-7). 2103
pages, 3 maps, 3000 line drawings; 2
hard cover volumes.

Zander’s Handworterbuch der Pflan-
zennamen (handy dictionary of plant names),
now in its 18" edition, threatened to outgrow
the limit of 990 pages, set by the publisher
for the book to remain “handy”. As the list of
included names, naturally, increased with
every new edition, some of the traditional,
useful and generally appreciated chapters had
to be shortened or altogether abandoned. As
a result, a new similar, grown-up work has
now been prepared: the Big Zander, an ency-
clopaedia of plant names, with two continu-
ously paged volumes which, taken together,
are more than twice the size of the “handy
dictionary”.

The core portion of both the big and the
handy version is a list of 25,500 species,
alphabetically arranged by their scientific
name. All plants that are found in Central
Europe, either in the wild or cultivated out of
doors or in apartments (but not in green-
houses only), are listed. For ornamentals, the
criterion for inclusion was that the plant can
be obtained through the trade. Author cita-
tion is followed by the year in which the

by WERNER GREUTER

combination (but not the basionym, if any)
was published. Important nothospecies, bo-
tanical varieties, and cultivars are enumer-
ated. Frequently used synonyms are cross-
referenced to the accepted name. Whenever
available, common names, country of origin,
life form, hardiness, etc. are indicated. This
impressive list, of 664 pages, makes up most
of the Encyclopaedia’s second volume. It is
followed by indexes of German, English and
French common names and by a large section
(220 pages) with biographical notes for all
authors of the listed plant names. The latter
feature is amazingly thorough and informa-
tive, not only for the German-language read-
ership that the book principally addresses.

The encyclopaedia’s first volume in-
cludes several new, additional features. One
will discover with interest a German transla-
tion of the Vienna Code and the latest edition
of the International Code of Nomenclature
of Cultivated Plants — not of the complete
Codes, really, but of the provisions that were
judged to be relevant. On the preceding pages,
the reader is told how at German schools the
pronunciation of Latin is (or rather: used to
be) taught. There is a list of family names
[with author citations, curiously, all brack-
eted] arranged by higher units as per the
Crongquist system. That is the system accord-
ing to which the main part of the volume is
arranged, in which each genus is keyed out,
characterised and illustrated.

The illustrated descriptive part is a
novel, original trait of the “Big Zander”,
doubtless the fruit of a major effort by the

" Please send all items for announcement or review directly to the column editor: Prof. W.
Greuter, Herbarium Mediterraneum, Giardino Botanico, Via Lincoln 2/A, 1-90123 Palermo.
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four authors. Understandably, not all in it is
original: The figures are not, they are a
mixed lot derived from more than 90 differ-
ent sources, small size being their only com-
mon feature. Full keys are provided, which |
look forward to test. For pteridophytes and
gymnosperms they go directly to the genus,
disregarding families. There are no family
descriptions either, and the alphabetically
arranged family headings only serve to make
the users’ life difficult: If genera were to
follow a single alphabetic order, one could
find them much more easily. [Quiz for the
average reader: under which of the four fami-
lies Aspidiaceae, Dryopteridaceae, Thely-
pteridaceae and Woodsiaceae would you
look for Gymnocarpium?] Matters are differ-
ent with angiosperms, where there is a gen-
eral family key at the end, the generic keys
being placed under the family headings.
Again, providing family descriptions might
have been helpful, as it would have avoided
much redundancy among generic characters.
An example, to show what | mean: All 14
genera of Zingiberaceae are described, one
by one, as having alternate leaves, no stip-
ules, hermaphrodite zygomorphic flowers
with 3 sepals and 3 petals, and an inferior
ovary of 3 fused carpels.

Before | forget: The correct answer to
my quiz is Woodsiaceae (however, recent
molecular studies place Gymnocarpium in an
independent group that is sister to Thely-
pteridaceae). W.G.

Gymnosperms

2. Robert P. ADAMS - Junipers of the
world: the genus Juniperus. 2" edi-
tion. — Trafford, Vancouver, 2008 (ISBN
978-1-4251-6879-7). v + 402 pages,
numerous black-and-white illustrations
(photographs, maps, graphs), tables; pa-
per.

Only four years after the first edition of
Adams’s big world monographs of junipers
(see OPTIMA Newslett. 38: (8-9). 2009),
here comes ed. 2 (in which ed. 3 is already
foreshadowed). | do not find it substantially
changed with respect to its predecessor, nor
does the author claim that it is. I find the
classification adopted identical in both ver-
sions, at least for the groups with which I am
acquainted and that I discussed in my previ-
ous review. Some new cladograms based on
DNA sequence analysis have been added,
and regrettably, the four colour plates of seed
cones and leaves have been left out. Also, the
format has been reduced and the page
number increased accordingly. The book is
available, as paperback or hardcover, at
www.trafford.com. W.G.

Dicotyledons

3. BoZzo FRAJMAN & Nejc JOGAN — Mlec
(rod Euphorbia) Slovenije. [Scopolia
(ISSN 0351-0077), 62.] — Prirodoslovni
Muzej Slovenije, Ljubljana, 2007. 68
pages, table, drawings, distribution
maps; paper.

Here is a nice booklet on the genus Eu-
phorbia in Slovenia, written in Slovenian
language but for an abstract and summary in
English. It is based on an in-depth revision
of herbaria and on the authors’ own field
research. The stress is on Slovenian distri-
bution, which is represented by detailed
grid maps. Other features (morphology,
phenology) are also taken into account, and a
key for identification of the species is ap-
pended.

The inventory of Slovenian spurges has
changed substantially as a result of the au-
thors” findings. Of the 37 taxa previously
recorded, 9 are eliminated: 3 are considered
synonyms of other species (confirming the
Med-Checklist treatment): Euphorbia acu-
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minata cannot be separated from E. falcata,
E. peploides is a dwarf form of E. peplus,
and E. tommasiniana is synonymous with E.
virgata. The 6 others were recorded in error.
Somewhat illogically, 4 of these excluded
species have been integrated into the key (E.
palustris, E. peplis, E. pinea, E. segetalis),
one is mentioned in a note under a different
species, with which it is not synonymous (E.
wulfenii, under E. amygdaloides), and one
(E. paralias) is simply left out. As a part
compensation of the losses, two species new
for Slovenia are recorded here: E. taurinensis
(collected once a century ago and since lost
sight of) and E. myrsinites, a recently intro-
duced, perhaps casual alien. W.G.

4. Gunter GOTTSCHLICH — Die Gattung
Hieracium (Compositae) in der Region
Abruzzen (Italien). [Stapfia (ISSN
0252-192x), 89.] — Oberdsterreichische
Landesmuseen, Linz, 2009. 328 pages,
128 plates of colour photographs, 36
black-and white or colour figures, 79
maps in colour; paper.

Abruzzi (a corruption of Latin Praetu-
tium) is one of 20 Italian regions and consists
of the four provinces of Aquila, Chieti,
Pescara, and Teramo. Consisting of the cen-
tral portion of the Apennine chain and its
eastern slopes down to the Adriatic coast, it
includes many major mountains, the best
known being the Gran Sasso d’ltalia with the
highest peak (2912 m) of the Apennines.
With 30 % of its surface area included in
three National Parks (Abruzzi, Gran Sasso,
Majella) and a Regional one (Sirente-Velino),
it is arguably the best protected region of
Italy, and much beyond.

As the whole Italian peninsula south of
the Alps, the Abruzzi were not well explored
as far as their hawkweed flora is concerned.
This has now thoroughly changed thanks to
Ginter Gottschlich’s work, synthesised in the

Publications

present publication. Known for his thorough-
ness, the German hieraciologist has on the
one hand visited Abruzzi 12 times between
2000 and 2007, gathering about 2000 num-
bers of hawkweeds all over the area. On the
other hand he revised the holdings of 17 her-
baria, totally or in part (1400 specimens in
all), and scanned the complete relevant litera-
ture. Little, it would appear, remains to be
done in the future.

Gottschlich delimits Hieracium conser-
vatively, including Pilosella as a subgenus.
In his inventory he accepts 79 species, or 137
taxa (species and subspecies), of which 18 or
19, respectively, pertain to Pilosella. No less
than 55 taxa he describes as new to science:
4 sections, 21 species, and 30 subspecies (of
these, one section, 2 nothospecies and 1 sub-
species are Pilosellae). Furthermore, he pro-
poses 7 new combinations (2 of them for
Pilosellae), of which three are not however
new, having been made independently a mere
fortnight before, by coincidence, in volume 2
of Med-Checklist). In addition, 32 names are
newly typified, and an impressive list of ex-
cluded or doubtfully present taxa, 52 in
number, is provided. The text includes pre-
cise definitions of morphological terms,
elaborate identification keys, and detailed
treatments for each taxon, with synonymy,
description, full specimen citations, and often
critical notes.

llustration is worthy of praise. Through-
out the text there are specimen-based dot
maps, conveying a faithful and immediate
impression of the distribution of each species
in the region. Grouped together at the end,
one finds 128 full-page colour reproductions
of representative herbarium vouchers, one for
every Pilosella taxon and one for all but 9
taxa of Hieracium s.str. Almost without ex-
ception, there is an inset with a close-up,
usually of a flower head, showing details of
bracts and indumentum. All but 7 plates
represent Gottschlich’s own, beautifully pre-
pared new specimens. W.G.
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Monocotyledons

5. Paolo GRUNANGER (sci. dir.) — Orchi-
dee d’Italia. Guida alle orchidee sponta-
nee. — Il Castello, Cornaredo (Ml), 2009
(ISBN 978-88-8039-891-2). 303 pages,
numerous colour and 4 black-and-white
photographs, drawings, maps, 1 table;
hard cover with dust jacket.

A difficult book to review! It has merit
in many respects, yet in others it is rather
puzzling. This is probably due to its genesis.
It has been published under the auspices of
GIROS, the Italian research group on wild
orchids, and was brought to life by the col-
lective effort of its members — 33 different
authors in all. The governance, an editorial
committee of four under the leadership of a
scientific director who is not himself a pro-
fessional botanist, must have had a difficult
time in giving some cohesiveness to the con-
tributions as they came together.

But let me proceed in order. The book
starts with a number of general chapters,
written by specialists. Among them, there are
some that | find particularly instructive, both
for a general readership and the book’s main
target group, Italian orchid lovers. Let me
mention Carlo Del Prete’s elegant introduc-
tion to orchid morphology; the biology chap-
ter by Medagli & Ruggiero, concentrating on
the reproductive biology of Mediterranean
orchid species; a text by Antonio Scrugli on
mycorrhiza, an important symbiotic phe-
nomenon too often neglected or misunder-
stood; an explanation of phylogenetic sys-
tematics and its implications, by Pellegrino &
Cozzolino, justifying the generic rearrange-
ments accepted in the book (but not the fail-
ure to sink Dactylorhiza in Coeloglossum);
and a text by D’Emerico which, under the
title “cytogenetics”, presents the techniques
used in karyosystematics and some of their
recent results.

Next, the reader will expectantly turn to
the book’s core, the description and illustra-
tion of all orchid taxa growing in Italy. He
may perhaps be curious to compare the clas-
sification adopted here with the one published
by Paolo Griinanger fairly recently, in 2001,
of which in time | wrote (in OPTIMA News-
lett. 37: 63-64. 2004) that it “provides an
excellent baseline for future orchidological
studies, in Italy”. Already at the generic level
one finds some changes: The number of gen-
era has decreased by one (to 29) due to the
merging of Hammarbya with Malaxis. And
whereas Anacaptis, Neotinea and Orchis are
all there, they are no longer the same: The
conclusions of Bateman & al. based on DNA
sequencing have been accepted, so that al-
most half of the former Orchis species are
now to be found under the two other genera.
The generic key tries to take these changes
into account, with the result that, in the rele-
vant portion, it does not really work.

Within the individual genera, speaking
of the notoriously critical ones, one finds
much change but no clear trend. Let me pro-
ceed by examples. For Serapias there is a
single author, Richard Lorenz. It is the only
genus for which a complete key, down to
subspecies level, is provided. Species number
has increased from 8 to 11, all being pro-
vided with full and consistently comparable
descriptions. The treatment presents a split-
ter’s view, but it is all of a piece. Nigritella,
too, has one author, Giorgio Perazza. There
is no key, but otherwise the account has the
same merits as the previous one except for
being synthetic: Species number decreases
from a former 7 to 3, plus three additional
subspecies. Serapias and Nigritella, as pre-
sented here, are my clear favourites. At the
other end of the range are Ophrys and Epi-
pactis. There are multiple authors involved,
each adding his own special morsel without
much regard for overall coherence, with the
only apparent goal that nothing be left out
that anyone ever had deemed fit to distin-
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guish. For Ophrys there is at least an embryo
of a key, to species group level, but it serves
little purpose as no groups are explicitly
recognised further on. Naturally, a corollary
is excessive splitting — but not even in this
there is consistency: In Ophrys, at one point,
the reverse scenario has been enacted, with
three former species reduced to subspecific
rank under O. bertolonii. In short, these two
generic accounts are all but chaotic. They
may be inspiring perhaps, by mirroring the
current state of flux in the classification of
these plants; but they are also potentially
dangerous by encouraging the creation of
ever more taxa for the slightest local variant,
of which there must be many yet unnamed.
We are kept waiting for someone to clean up
the current mess with an iron broom.
Naturally, as most currently produced
publications on orchids, the volume is well
illustrated. If it were intended as a picture
book, my review would have been quite be-
nevolent. It wants, however, to be more; and
in this aspiration, partly at least, it fails.
W.G.

Floras

6. Santiago CASTROVIEJO (gen. ed.), C.
BENEDI, E. RIcO, J. GUEMES & Al-
berto HERRERO (vol. ed.) — Flora ibe-
rica. Plantas vasculares de la Peninsula
Ibérica e Islas Baleares. Vol. X111, Plan-
taginaceae-Scrophulariaceae. — Conse-
jo Superior de Investigaciones Cientifi-
cas, Real Jardin Botanico, Madrid, 2009
(ISBN 978-84-00-08747-0, volume; 978-
84-00-06221-7, set). XLVII + 677 pages,
map, 133 plates of drawings; cloth with
dust jacket.

Exactly two-thirds the 21 planned vol-
umes of Flora iberica have now been pub-
lished, and the countdown toward completion
is steadily ticking. True, two major hurdles
remain: Compositae and the grasses; but
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they, too, will be overcome. Discounting the
single naturalised representative of Buddleja-
ceae, the present volume deals with just two
families, those mentioned in the subtitle:
Plantaginaceae and Scrophulariaceae; and
the first question that comes to mind nowa-
days (and that no one would have asked
twenty years ago), is: how defined? To reas-
sure the traditionally minded among users,
the answer is: no change. Neither has Vero-
nica been transferred to the plantains, nor
were Lathraea and the hemiparasitic genera
moved to Orobanchaceae (already dealt with
in vol. 14), nor have the Antirrhinaceae been
split off. Some may be disappointed by see-
ing families defined in a way that is presently
considered, and may well be, unnatural. To
them, let me say that a Flora is a practical
tool to identify and learn about plants, not a
showcase for the newest classification hy-
potheses. There is a proper place for every-
thing, and definitely a Flora that is to serve
for half a century at least is not a suitable
forum for introducing major structural
changes of classification that may or may not
outlive the coming decade. Besides it would
hardly be practical if the key to identify fami-
lies, first published in 1986 (vol. 1) and regu-
larly reprinted since, were to change repeat-
edly.

Several of the genera treated in this vol-
ume show centres of diversity and high rates
of endemism in the Iberian Peninsula. Based
on species humbers, the largest are, in order:
Linaria (54), Veronica (44), Plantago (27),
Verbascum (26), Antirrhinum (24), Scrophu-
laria (22), and Chaenorrhinum (16). Some
of the smaller genera are also worth being
mentioned, such as Digitalis with 11 taxa
(species and subspecies) of which 8 are en-
demic. On the other hand, none of the hemi-
parasitic genera of the Rhinantheae exhibit a
marked polymorphism in the area, being
much more diverse in other parts of Europe.

The editors of volume 13 were awarded
an OPTIMA Silver Medal for their book, at
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the recent XI11 OPTIMA Meeting in Antalya.
The award, well deserved, also reflects on the
previous published volumes of Flora Iberica.
Sadly the founder, general editor and coordi-
nator of the work, Santiago Castroviejo, did
not live to receive the award, having suc-
cumbed to a long painful illness at the end of
September last year. He leaves a great re-
sponsibility with his successors, which he
was confident they would live up to carry;
and so am I. W.G.

7. Gabriel BLANCA, Baltasar CABEZUDO,
Miguel CuUeTo, Carlos FERNANDEZ
LOPEZ & Concepcién MORALES TOR-
RES (ed.), Flora vascular de Andalucia
Oriental. — Consejeria de Medio Am-
biente, Junta de Andalucia, Sevilla, 2009
(ISBN 978-84-92807-12-3). 427 + 492
+460 + 426 pages, analytical drawings,
map, 2181 colour photographs; 4 hard
cover volumes in case + CD-ROM.

This is the third modern multi-volume
Flora of a major region of Spain, after the
Flora de los paisos catalans (4 volumes,
1984-2001) and its fraternal twin the Flora
vascular de Andalucia occidental (3 vol-
umes, 1987). Of the three, it can be charac-
terised as the decidedly popular one, which is
reflected, not by descriptions with common
language terms (professional botanical termi-
nology is used throughout) but by the ab-
sence of much technical detail common in
more erudite works, such as full nomenclatu-
ral citations, perhaps even with mention of
types, and elaborate synonymies; it is re-
flected also by the presence of a profuse,
gorgeous illustration with high-quality colour
photographs. Alas, its pictorial style and
consequent use of robust, high-quality glossy
paper has resulted in excessive weight. Han-
dling each volume, not to speak of carrying
the four together, is an athletic exercise.

The area covered comprises the four S
Spanish provinces of Almeria, Granada, Jaén

and Malaga, totalling 41,000 km?® of largely
mountainous country. It includes the major
portion of the Betic mountain system, peak-
ing in the famous Sierra Nevada, all of which
is renowned for its original flora and high
rate of endemsm. According to estimates
provided in the Flora’s Presentation, the pro-
portion of endemic taxa, for Andalusia as a
whole, would be one eighth, and almost twice
as much if Ibero-Mauritanian endemism is
considered. E Andalusia hosts a higher diver-
sity (and doubtless endemism) than the west-
ern half, with 3655 recognised vascular plant
taxa (native and naturalised species and sub-
species) as compared to 2622 in the some-
what larger (45,000 km?) W Andalusia (for
the Catalan countries — 70,000 km?, includ-
ing the Balearic Islands, Andorra and parts
of SE France — the number of species alone
is 3566).

With the three major Floras mentioned,
and in less than thirty years, almost the whole
of southern and eastern Spain has now been
covered. Of the whole Mediterranean coast-
lands of Spain, only Murcia and the southern
half of Alicante Province are left out (there
is, however, a Nueva Flora de Murcia of
2003). As already mentioned, however, the
three works are as different from each other
as the lands they concern. Look at the se-
guence of the Angiosperm treatments, which
in the Catalan Flora follows the classical
model of Engler (or Flora Europaea, which
is the same), whereas for W Andalusia Cron-
quist’s system was adopted and for E Anda-
lusia a modern phylogenetic arrangement
(basically the one known as APG II, except
that monocots precede the basal Angiosperm
families). This decidedly modernistic trait is
somewhat at variance with the claim of the
work to popularity. For ease of consultation,
one better makes oneself a spare photocopy
of the family table (inside of the back cover)
to look up in advance which volume to open
to find a particular plant. Another important
difference between the three Floras is that the
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two earlier provide a drawing and distribu-
tion map for each species, wheras in the pre-
sent one every second species is represented
by one or more colour photographs, and there
are neither drawings nor maps.

To compensate the cumbersome han-
dling of the heavy hard copy books, a com-
pact disk (CD-ROM) with a one-to-one re-
production of each volume is provided. The
text is searchable (separately by volume) but
devoid of special facilities for interactive
consultation, such as indexes with links.
Also, one must know that when serching a
given page (starting from the cumulative
index in vol. 4) one is supposed to add 4 to
the page number, as photographs of the cover
and initial blank sheet have been incorporated
in the numbered set.

There is one particularly ingratiating
element in this work: It is the Introduction
(Prélogo) by Santiago Castroviejo. This must
be one of the very last texts he has written, as
he sadly passed away on 30 September 2009;
and well beyond what one expects to find in
an introduction, is in some way a legacy of
his. There are two main themes he dwells
upon. One is his personal tribute to Edmond
Boissier, pioneer of the botanical exploration
of Spain: an endearing testimony of Cas-
troviejo’s appreciation of the great Swiss
botanist. The other is his roundabout, terse if
dispassionate plea against current academic
policies as they discriminate against scientific
work durable beyond the day. With that in-
dictment he will find much assent among the
users of this work — but alas, they are not the
people meant to read it in the first place.

W.G.

8. Daniel JEANMONOD (ed.) — Complé-
ments au Prodrome de la flore corse.
Orobanchaceae, par Christine HABASHI
& Daniel JEANMONOD. — Conservatoire
et Jardin botaniques de la Ville de Ge-
néve, Chambésy, 2008 (ISBN 987-2-
8277-0816-1). 126 pages, map, 13 black-
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and-white figures (photographs, draw-
ings and maps), 16 plates of colour pho-
tographs; laminated cover.

9. Daniel JEANMONOD (ed.) — Complé-
ments au Prodrome de la flore corse.
Cucurbitaceae, par Daniel JEANMONOD.
— Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques de
la Ville de Genéve, Chambésy, 2008
(ISBN 987-2-8277-0817-8). 36 pages,
map, 7 black-and-white figures (photo-
graphs, drawings and maps); laminated
cover.

Two new instalments have appeared in
the series aimed at filling the gap in Briquet’s
unfinished Prodrome de la flore corse. They
are of unequal size and weight, but both are
detailed and rich in original information not
easily found elsewhere. The Cucurbitaceaae,
a predominantly tropical family, are repre-
sented on the island by one endemic taxon,
Bryonia maculata, here treated as a subspe-
cies of B. cretica; one weedy species, Ecbal-
lium elaterium; and several cultivated, rarely
if at all subspontaneous representatives. The
Orobanchaceae family is problematic in
several respects: delimitation (here accepted
in the traditional sense, for the simple reason
that the Scrophulariaceae treatment, already
published, left no other option), subdivision
(still controversial, with Phelipanche here
accepted as generically distinct in preference
to its inclusion in either, traditionally, Oro-
banche or, unconventionally, Aphyllon), and
species definition. The present treatment has
the advantage of being based on thorough
field experience, which inspires confidence in
the authors’ conclusions and confers a realis-
tic touch to their descriptions and keys. The
abundant photographic documentation, in
colour, is particularly helpful, as is the thor-
ough analysis of notoriously critical groups.
Among the original results the recent descrip-
tion of a well characterised new endemic
species, parasitic on an equally endemic
taxon, is of note, and also the clarification of
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the O. rapum-genistae complex, where of
three usually recognised subspecies one is
restored to species rank and the two others
cannot be distinguished at any level.

Where, then, does the project stand? As
far as | can see, a single instalment is missing
before it is completed: the treatment of the
Cichorieae, or third part of the Compositae.
Of course, a general cumulative index cover-
ing the whole Prodrome and its Complé-
ments would be most desirable as a crowning
final instalment (volume 2(1) of the Pro-
drome has apparently never been indexed at
all), if someone can be found to sacrifice
himself and do the job. Otherwise, the index
to families on the cover insides shows four
gaps for native plants that were discovered in
Corsica after publication of the correspond-
ing volume: Lycopodiaceae, Marsileaceae,
Najadaceae, and Balanophoraceae (Oxali-
daceae, also lacking a reference, has in fact
been published), not counting some recently
naturalised exotics. Separate publication of
these cannot however be expected; rather, in
good logic, they would pertain to an updated
edition of the whole Prodrome.

W.G.

10. Karl Heinz RECHINGER T (ed.) — Flora
iranica. Flora des iranischen Hochlandes
und der umrahmenden Gebirge. Persien,
Afghanistan, Teile von West-Pakistan,
Nord-Irag, Azerbaidjan, Turkmenistan.
Lieferung 178 (edited by Wilhelmina
RECHINGER), Papilionaceae VI., Astra-
galus 1V., by Dieter PODLECH, Shahin
ZARRE, Ali Asghar MAASSOUMI, Murat
EKICI & Andrej SYTIN. — Naturhistori-
sches Museum, Wien, 2010 (ISBN 978-
3-902421-44-9, 978-3-902421-45-6). 430
pages; [2 + 3] pages + 375 plates of pho-
tographs or drawings; 2 volumes, paper.

A new and giant step forward has been
made toward completion of that classic
among recent Floras, Flora iranica: The

treatment of the region’s largest genus, As-
tragalus, has been brought to term. Well, not
quite, really. Whereas the coverage by sec-
tions is now indeed complete there will still
be one more volume, with a general introduc-
tion to the genus, a sectional key, “important
addenda” (we are told), and hopefully a cu-
mulative index. Whether it is at all possible
to write an integrated key to all species — as
is allegedly planned — we shall see. Some of
the sections (I refer to A. sect. Incani, in par-
ticular) are so complex and difficult to key
out that a single key could not be written and
two were necessary, each incomplete: that for
flowering plants lacks the species only known
in fruit, that for fruiting plants omitts those
of which fruits are unknown. (The likely
result will be that flowering plants of the
former and fruiting ones of the latter, when
found, will be described as new species.)

The hero of this book is Dieter Podlech.
Alone or with a co-author, he has written all
of the treatments (and even those with a co-
author are so obviously his that at times he
forgets himself and writes in the first person).
The present treatment covers 35 Astragalus
sections plus one monotypic additional genus
(Barnebyella), 410 species in all; and all
except five sections (167 species) were fa-
thered by Podlech alone. One cannot but bow
in admiration before such achievement.

Astragalus now numbers 955 species in
the Iranian countries, not counting the an-
nounced “important addenda”. Will the
magic number 1000 be attained? Never mind:
The genus is large enough as is. The number
of novelties validated in the Flora itself, this
time, is small — but if one looks carefully one
will find one allegedly new and one newly
named species hidden among the lot. (In fact,
the “new species” is not new at all but was
already published in 2005; good bookkeeping
is difficult in a genus of this size!).

My final thought, most naturally, must
be for Wilhelmina Rechinger, the editor, who
is relentless in her effort to bring to comple-
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tion the magnum opus of her unforgotten
husband Karl Heinz. There can be little
doubt, at present, that she will succeed: only
three more volumes to go! She may well have
begun to make new plans for the time after.
W.G.

11. Mostafa AssADI, Ali Asghar MAAS-
SOUMI & Valiolah MOZAFFARIAN
(ed.) — Flora of Iran. No. 58: Malva-
ceae, by M. PAKRAVAN (ISBN 978-964-
473-271-3); No. 59: Compositae: An-
themideae & Echinopeae, by Valiolah
MozAFFARIAN (ISBN 978-964-473-273-
7); No. 60: Rutaceae, by M. JOHRACHI
(ISBN 978-964-473-271-3). — Research
Institute of Forests and Rangelands, [Te-
hran], 2008. 146 + [2], 443 + [2], 104
pages, 34, 91, 23 drawings, 84, 214, 34
maps; 2 fascicles, paper.

12. Mostafa AssADI, Ali Asghar MAAS-
SOUMI, P. BABAKHANLOU & Valiolah
MOZAFFARIAN (ed.) — Flora of Iran.
No. 61: Equisetaceae, by A. KOLBADI
(ISBN 978-964-473-289-8); No. 62: Ge-
raniaceae, by M. JANIGHORBAN (ISBN
978-964-473-290-4); No. 64: Berberi-
daceae, by R. AzADI (ISBN 978-964-
473-295-9); No. 65: Caryophyllaceae:
Paronychioideae, by Mehri DINARVAND
(ISBN 978-964-473-303-1). — Research
Institute of Forests and Rangelands, [Te-
hran], 2009. 20, 138, 40, 76 pages, 5,
25, 5, 22 drawings, 4, 45, 9, 29 maps; 4
fascicles, paper.

13. Mostafa AssADI, Ali Asghar MAAS-
SOUMI & P. BABAKHANLOU (ed.) -
Flora of Iran. No. 63: Morinaceae, by
F. AGHABEIGI (ISBN 978-964-473-294-
9). — Research Institute of Forests and
Rangelands, [Tehran], 2009. 10 pages, 2
drawings, 1 map; 2 fascicles, paper.

Flora of Iran has, if anything, increased
the already impressive rate at which it is
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being produced. My last review (OPTIMA
Newsletter 38: (24-25). 2009) covered a five-
year period, the present one a time span of
less than two years. Yet the 8 newly pub-
lished fascicles total almost 1000 printed
pages (977 to be exact, as compared to 1207)
with 383 (against 548) accepted wild species
and 420 (against 559) mapped taxa. Only the
number of genera has no kept pace, due to
the fact that several large and complex ones,
with 25 or more species, are included; to
name: Echinops (70), Anthemis (38), Alcea
(35), Artemisia (34), Tanacetum (31), Haplo-
phyllum (30), and Geranium (25).

As before, the numerous original draw-
ings that illustrate the Flora are a most valu-
able asset. They are of good quality and
mostly show analyses (“details aiding identi-
fication”, as our nomenclatural Code defines
that term). Not every species is illustrated,
but more than half are (206 of 383), which
makes of this work a basic Iranian botanical
iconography. As to the treatments proper,
little comment is possible. The Rutaceae
brought up the difficult question of how to
treat major fruit crops (the citruses: genera
Citrus and Fortunella), which was solved by
accepting them as numbered species, with
identification keys, but placed in unnumbered
genera and not mapped. Curiously, Ruta and
its two species, certainly not wild nor widely
cultivated, were numbered along with the
indigenous taxa and apparently mapped -
only the maps are void. In the Anthemideae
treatment, one might note that, Chrysanthe-
mum having been conserved with C. indicum
as type, it is no longer appropriate to place
Glebionis coronaria in that genus.

Except for the alternative title page and
front cover (or rather back cover, these being
Iranian publications), plus scientific plant
names and synonymies, the work is entirely
written in Arabic script. The distribution
maps and illustrations are nevertheless im-
mediately useful for a linguistic ignorant like
myself. W.G.
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Popular Books

14. Sanja KOVACIC, Toni NIKoLIC, Mirko
RuUSCIC, Milenko MiLovIC, Vanja
STAMENKOVIC, Darko MIHELJ, Nenad
JASPRICA, Sandro BOGDANOVIC & Ja-
senka TOPIC — Flora jadranske obale i
otoka. 250 najée3ih vrsta. — Skolska
knjiga, Zagreb, 2008 (ISBN 978-953-0-
61289-1). 558 pages, numerous colour
photographs, 2 maps, 1 graph; laminated
cover.

As stated in its title, this book presents
the 250 most common species of Croatia’s
Adriatic coast and islands. This you must
take literally: Do not look into it to find any
rare plant, just the common, ordinary ones.
You will find grasses and sedges, nettles and
all kinds of weeds, but few orchids and
hardly any endemic species. There is a good
representation of trees, shrubs and climbers,
including widespread exotic ornamentals
(Pittosporum tobira, Bougainvillea spec-
tabilis) or fruit trees (Punica granatum,
Eriobotrya japonica). Apart from ferns,
gymnosperms, woody and “grass-like”
plants, the arrangement is by flower colour,
and within each category, alphabetical by
Latin names. The latter choice may seem a
bit odd from a user’s point of view, but then,
for several good reasons, if you really want
to make good use of the book you better leaf
it through from the first to the last page and
memorise it by heart.

The fact is that the book is certainly in-
formative, well written and superbly illus-
trated, and | find the selection of species
excellent — but it is tricky to use. Flower
colour as a criterion, per se, has its problems.
In the present case, where pink colour is not
provided for, you will find Asphodelus fistu-
losus under white, Picnomon acarna under
red, and Trifolium stellatum under blue.
Under the latter colour there is also the con-
sistently white-flowering Echium italicum,

probably because of its blue-flowered conge-
ners. Therefore, if you have already an idea
what the plant you are looking at might be,
better go directly to the index — which, com-
mendably, lists not only the Latin but also the
German and English common names. An-
other snare is the presence of many photo-
graphs that do not represent the species
named in the header, but another one men-
tioned cursorily in the text (note that the cap-
tions give only the Croatian designation):
perhaps another representative of the same
genus, or at least family; or even an unrelated
plant such as Cytinus hypocystis portrayed
under Cistus monspeliensis. Obviously these
additions (extras that are not included in the
250-species count) are a welcome enrich-
ment, but again: they are by no means easy to
find, especially when the flower colour differs.

I have discussed these problems at per-
haps excessive length, not out of a critical
attitude but because | believe that the book
will be found to be useful by many, and
widely used, not merely by those who under-
stand the Croatian language in which it is
written. And they will certainly like it after a
while, especially with some guidance on how
to use it. Good luck to all of them! W.G.

15. MavteAn¢ AJOUOVTIOU ZAAIAPHE —
Natura chia. OdoImopikd oTn YAwida
Kal avida tng Xiov. — Ekd0coel Alyag,
Xiog, 2007 (ISBN 978-960-87298-9-6).
308 pages, c¢. 1000 colour photographs;
hard cover.

A travelogue on the flora and fauna of
Chios, as the subtitle specifies, this book is
not authored by a professional biologist but
by an *“outsider”. Pandelis Saliaris graduated
as a civil engineer at Naples University in
Italy, then studied archaeology in Athens and
is now head of Technical Services on his
native island of Chios. He started to docu-
ment photographically the flora of Chios in
1978, aged 28, and presents us here with a
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superb sample of his naturalistic and photo-
graphic skills. The fact that his identifica-
tions, with few obvious exceptions, are cor-
rect or at least plausible testifies to his seri-
ous if self-taught biological background.
Three pages of introductory general text
are presented in no less than 5 languages:
Greek, English, Italian, French and German.
All remaining space is filled with splendid
photographs that show the plants, animals
and some landscapes of Chios (including the
island of Psara and the Inusses islets, belong-
ing to the same province). The captions con-
sist of the Latin scientific name plus, when
available, a Greek popular name. The book
can thus be used by anyone, without limita-
tion of language, and | commend it to every
nature loving person who visits Chios. Plants
predominate over animals, and within plants,
the largest share (324 pictures, several per
species) goes to the orchid family; but there
is plenty to admire for all tastes and interests,
including fungi, butterflies, spiders, birds,
reptiles and mammals.
W.G.

16. Neriman OzHATAY, Ahmet iLCiM &
Tolga OK — Ahir Dagi’nin sessiz glizel-
leri “200 yabani c¢icek”. — Kahraman-
maras Valiligi il Cevre ve Orman Miidiir-
lugu, istanbul, 2009. 96 pages, 2 graphs,
1 map, 204 colour photographs; flexible
cover in case.

17. Neriman OZHATAY, Ozgiir EMINAGA-
OGLU & Sezgin ESEN - Karli Yayla-
larin sakli bahgesi “Ardahan’nin dogal
bitkileri” — Ardahan Valiligi il Cevre ve
Orman Midurliga, istanbul, 2010. 128
pages, 2 graphs, 6 maps, 290 colour pho-
tographs; flexible cover in case.

One is most favourably surprised when
opening these tiny and unpretentious book-
lets, which are real jewels of their kind. The
kind being: popular photographic guides to
the plant treasures of remote portions of Ana-
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tolia. The two booklets are similar in their
arrangement, content and general appear-
ance, including format, and it is to be hoped
that, being successful, they can develop into
a whole series of similar ones. Such prolif-
eration would be easily justified: Each vol-
ume is devoted to a particular, narrowly de-
fined area, and Turkey boasts hundreds such
areas! The first of the present twin set con-
cerns the Ahir Dagdi massif in Karamanmaras
Province; the second, five selected natural
areas in Ardahan Province, close to the
Georgian border.

The text is in Turkish, but is fairly short.
What mainly counts are the photographs,
which are worthy of high praise — not only
due to their excellent quality and beauty, but
also for their high information content. Many
have insets showing close-up views of single
flowers. Other data are provided by means of
self-explanatory pictograms (e.g. medicinal
or toxic properties, wetland, mountain or
woodland habitat, geophytic habit, endemic-
ity or rarity, protected status). Plants are
arranged by flower colour, with the trees and
shrubs at the end, preceding a small series of
pictures illustrating current threats to the
wildlife.

Neriman Ozhatay and her co-authors are
to be congratulated on their initiative. My spe-
cial appreciation goes to the photographers,
often but not always members of the author
team, and to the fact that, for once, their
name is clearly indicated in each case. W.G.

18. Ahmad HOURI & Nisrine Machaka
HouRI — Wild flowers of Lebanon. Pho-
tographic guide. — Privately published,
[Beirut], 2001. v + 248 pages, 243 co-
lour photographs; laminated cover.

19. Ahmad HOURI & Nisrine Machaka
HOURI — Photographic guide to wild
flowers of Lebanon. Volume Il. — Pri-
vately published, Beirut, 2008 (ISBN
978-953-0-61289-1). vill + 424 pages,
403 colour photographs; laminated cover.
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The authors are a congenial couple as
they look on photographs, enthusiasts both of
them, great lovers of nature and of the plants
of their country, and gifted photographers.
They have a knack for spotting interesting
plants, too. No wonder, therefore, that the
two picture books they have published, seven
years apart, are quite a treasure trove. But
there is a problem.

The problem is that the authors do not
really know their plants, and perhaps because
of being professional biologists themselves,
have been too proud or too shy to seek assis-
tance from those who do. The result being,
that of all botanical picture books | have seen
and commented on so far these are arguably
the ones with the highest error rate in plant
identification. |1 do not want to sound pom-
pous about it, and certainly not cruel: just
helpful, both to the authors and their readers.
The best | can do is offer a list of rectifica-
tions, in tabular format. Volume and page
number appear on the left, followed by the
names as printed — asterisked (*) when the
plant so named is not a member of the Leba-
nese flora — then by my suggested determina-
tions. They are in some cases tentative: |
have not seen specimens, and photographs
can be misleading; but they are more likely
correct, at any rate, than those in the book.

1:5 Carlina lanata Notobasis syria-

ca
1:12  Cirsium dissectum*  Carduus argen-
tatus
1:20  Dianthus carthusia-  Dianthus sp.
norum*
1:21  Dianthus ciliatus* Dianthus sp.
1:123 Gagea arvensis Gagea circinna-
ta
1:134 Lampranthus glau-  Doronicum
cus* orientale
1:183 Ophrys fusca Ophrys omegai-
fera
1:186 Rostraria cristata Dactylis glomer-
ata
1:188 Umbilicus rupestris  U. intermedius
1:199 Asperula odorata*  Galium samuels-
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sonii
1:203 Bellis annua Bellis sylvestris
1:206 Capsella bursa- Thlaspi
pastoris natolicum
2:26  Convolvulus coele-  C. althaeoides
syriacus
2:55  Mentha pulegium M. longifolia
2:59  Onobrychis aequi- O. crista-galli
dentata
2:121 Campanula ramo- Legousia specu-
sissima* lum-veneris
2:215 Lotus parviflorus Securigera secu-
ridaca
2:230 Santolina chamae-  Cota tinctoria
cyparissus* var. discoidea
2:235 Senecio vulgaris S. vernalis
2:263 Osyris alba Daphne oleoides
2:264 Papaver apulum* P. rhoeas s.I.
2:288 Phyllitis sagittata P. scolopen-
drium subsp.
antri-jovis
2:302  Arbutus unedo A. andrachne
2:344  Lonicera L. japonica
nummulariifolia
2:347 Melica persica* Pennisetum seta-

ceum

There will certainly be further errors that |
did not spot, especially among species with
which | am not familiar. But then, the rarer
the plant and the more special, the lesser is
the error risk. A helpful feature of the books
is that they mention consistently the locality
and month in which the photograph was
taken. Phyllitis (or better: Asplenium) scolo-
pendrium subsp. antri-jovis, from the Cedars
at Bsharri (Bcherré) at 1900 m of altitude, is
apparently a new record for Lebanon, the
taxon being known so far from the mountains
of S Greece through Crete to S Anatolia. The
same plant also appears, similarly misnamed,
in Tohmé & Tohmé’s lllustrated Flora of
Lebanon of 2007. Their photograph was also
taken on Mt. Lebanon, ad Jisr el-Hajar near
Faqgra, at 1700 m; and the earlier reports of
Phyllitis scolopendrium from the high Leba-
nese mountains, in all likelihood, all belong
here. W.G.
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Floristic Inventories and Checklists

20. Mohamed IBN TATTOU & Mohamed
FENNANE — Flore vasculaire du Maroc.
Inventaire et chorologie. VVolume 2, Aste-
raceae et Monocotyledones. [Trav. Inst.
Sci., Sér. Bot. (ISSN 1114-1174), 39.] -
Institut Scientifique, Université Moha-
med V Agdal, Rabat, 2009 (ISBN 9954-
20-662-0). 398 pages, map; laminated co-
ver.

When presenting the first volume of this
new inventory of the Moroccan flora (in OP-
TIMA Newslett. 38: (34). 2009), | had ex-
pressed the wish that the second, concluding
volume might soon become available. Earlier
than 1 would have dared to hope, that wish
has now been fulfilled. Morocco has, for the
first time since 1941, a complete catalogue of
its vascular plants, which will be an invalu-
able assets for all local and visiting botanists.
My congratulations to both authors!

Faithful to the initial plan, volume 2
comprises the single largest family Composi-
tae, left over from the dicots otherwise in-
cluded in volume 1; plus the whole of the
monocot families, alphabetically arranged.
The Compositae treatment of Med-Checklist
(to which the authors had contributed as
advisers for Morocco) was published just in
time to be taken into consideration, and has
indeed been faithfully followed. A to the
monocotyledons, the author decided (wisely |
should say) not to adopt every new fashion of
splitting or merging families, but to follow
the now well established system of Dahlgren.
This means that the broad Englerian notion
of Liliaceae, still familiar with many but
untenable in modern systematics, has been
abandoned; but that in other respects no
“revolutionary” changes were implemented.
All in all, a fair and balanced mixture of
present-day knowledge and reluctance to
make hasty changes, a mixture that bears
witness of the authors’ wisdom, experience
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and good judgement. One may note that, at
the generic level, they appear to be rather
more progressive, e.g. with orchids where
they accept the recent reclassification of
Orchis based on molecular systematics. The
number of novelties here published is moder-
ate: one new subspecies in Hypochaeris and
three new combinations in grasses (genera
Macrochloa and Roegneria). W.G.

21. Benito VALDES, Consuelo SANTA-
BARBARA, C. VICENT & A. MUNOZ -
Catélogo floristico del Andévalo y
Sierra de Huelva (plantas vasculares).
Edicion separada de Lagascalia 28: 117-
409 [ISSN 0210-7708]. — Departamento
de Biologia Vegetal y Ecologia, Uni-
versidad de Sevilla, 2008. Pages [2] +
117-409, map; laminated cover.

This new inventory of the vascular flora
of the northern half of Huelva Province in S
Spain lists 1412 native or naturalised taxa
(species and subspecies). Presented in pocket-
book format with a nicely coloured glossy
cover, featuring Arbutus unedo on the front,
and with its own title page, it is technically a
reprint of a journal article. It is however self-
contained, being provided with an index of its
own.

The coverage, if one believes the map
rather than the less clear introductory defini-
tion, is delimited on three sides by the fron-
tiers of the province. It is subdivided into
three natural areas: the Andévalo lowlands in
the south, being the eastern half of the S
Iberian pyritic belt (see also the discussion
under item 30, below); the Sierra de Aracena
which occupies the northern half; and the
westernmost portion of the Sierra Norte as its
eastern extension. The two latter, taken to-
gether, correspond to the Sierra de Huelva
referred to in the title. The treatment gives
full source citations for the names and syno-
nyms and, for each taxon, bibliographic ref-
erences to all previously published records
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for the area; it lacks, however, locality data
and specimen citations, even when the re-
cords are new. Presumably, voucher material
has been or will be deposited in the Sevilla
Herbarium (SEV). W.G.

22. Remo MAURIZIO — Flora des Bergell
mit Andeutung der Grenzgebiete [Bois-
siera (ISSN 0373-2975), 62]. — Conser-
vatoire et Jardin botaniques de la Ville de
Geneve, Chambésy, 2009 (ISBN 978-2-
8277-0078-3). 370 pages, 5 figures, 37
photographs (mostly in colour), table;
laminated cover.

There are some areas where the Swiss
territory crosses the Alpine watershed and
extends to transalpine, Italian speaking lands.
The largest and best known is Ticino or Tes-
sin, an autonomous canton. Two other, sig-
nificant such extensions pertain to the Canton
of Grisons: the valley of Poschiavo or Pusch-
lav, beyond the Bernina Pass, and Bergell or
Bregaglia Valley, the southerly extension of
Engadine when one crosses Maloja. The flora
of Val Bregaglia is dealt with in the present
book, the first floristic inventory for that area
in particular (which is of course covered, in
less detail, by Braun-Blanquet & Ribel’s
Flora of the Grisons, 1932-1936). The author
has been a resident schoolteacher between
1958 and his retirement in 1996 and was
active between 1969 and 1973 as the local
recorder for Welten & Sutter’s project of
mapping the Swiss flora.

The core area covered by this Flora is
limited to Swiss territory, just extending
across the Maloja Pass to the upper lake of
Sils. Its surface area is 230 km? ranging
from an altitude of 686 m up to 3375 m,
from the chestnut groves at its lower end to
the alpine turf, scree and rocks of the sum-
mits. For very rare species, particularly the
southerly, Insubrian ones that do not reach
Bergell proper, data from neighbouring ar-
eas, mostly Chiavenna and surroundings, are

included. Otherwise, for all but the most
common species, localities with altitude are
enumerated: literature data first, followed by
the author’s own records. The latter corre-
spond to field notes; voucher specimens,
when they exist, are to be found in his per-
sonal herbarium. In the beautifully illustrated
introductory general part, 40 localities of
special interest and worthy of protected
status are characterised. As an appendix,
common names in local dialect are listed.

The Geneva Conservatoire Botanique’s
willingness to publish these valuable data,
thus saving them from oblivion, is to be
commended. W.G.

Excursions

23. Ina DINTER - Menorca. Botanische
Studienreise 25. Mai — 5. Juni 2008. -
Privately — assembled/duplicated,  Ost-
fildern, 2008. 44 sheets + CD-ROM,
maps, figures, colour photographs; pa-
per, plastic front cover sheet.

24. Ina DINTER — Slowenien. Botanische
Studienreise 22. Juni — 3. Juli 2008.
Nachbearbeitung. — Privately produced,
Ostfildern, 2008. [Offprint from CD-
ROM] 47 pages, maps, figures, colour
photographs.

25. Ina DINTER - Andalucia. Botanische
Studienreise 25. Marz — 8. April 2009. —
Privately — assembled/duplicated,  Ost-
fildern, 2009. 60 + [1] + XV sheets +
CD-ROM, maps, figures, colour photo-
graphs; paper, plastic front cover sheet.

26. Ina DINTER - Botanische Studienreise
Insel Kos mit Tagesausfliigen nach Ka-
limnos und Nisiros, 2. — 13. Mai 2009.
Nachbearbeitung. - Privately assem-
bled/duplicated, Ostfildern, 2009. [2]
pages + sheets 2-50 + CD-ROM, maps,
figures, colour photographs; paper, plastic
front cover sheet.
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Should one try and make a map of Ina
Dinter’s organised botanical travels to Medi-
terranean countries, the result would surely
be impressive. Ever and again her natural
curiosity drives her to visit new areas, first
on her own and subsequently as leader of a
small group of (invariably German) enthusi-
asts. She hardly ever retraces her steps, too
many are, obviously, the remaining blanks in
her experience. Even identical titles need not
signify repetition: Of the two trips to Andalu-
sia, the first in 2006 (OPTIMA Newslett. 38:
(40-41). 2009) was to the western part while
that of 2009 went to the east (Granada and
Almeria Provinces), so there was no overlap.
Back from her Minorca tour she wrote me (I
translate): “In 2008, with the trip to Me-
norca, we have brought to completion the
excursions to the Balearic Islands”. Off,
then, to new horizons.

The two-step procedure in preparing the
group travel and presenting its results has not
varied from when | last described it (l.c.,
2009), so | need not repeat myself. Let me
point out that | did not see the preparatory
version of the fourth item, and of the second |
got only the CD-ROM from which to print
off the reworked post-travel version. Increas-
ingly, the CD is what really matters, because
it also includes the photographic documenta-
tion. The latter is impressive indeed. Take the
Andalusian trip as an example: 312 beauti-
ful, technically perfect colour photographs,
most of them highly resolved (3 to 4 MB),
for a total size of 1 GB memory space. Some
are of landscapes or monuments, but the vast
majority are plant portraits, a whole series of
them for each species, always with reference
to a voucher specimen in Dinter’s personal
herbarium (for many, duplicates were depos-
ited in the Herbarium Mediterraneum, PAL-
Gr). These photographs, taken together, rep-
resent a documentation of high scientific
value and usefulness.

Lately I got a mild shock when learning
that Ina Dinter’s latest travel led her far off
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her usual tracks, to S America. Will she be-
come unfaithful to her inveterate love for the
Mediterranean? | hope not, and trust that the
countries around the Mediterranean Sea still
hold enough hidden treasures to keep her
busy and fascinated for the whole of her life-
time. W.G.

Chorology

27. Xavier FONT | CASTELL & Josep VIGO |
BONADA (ed.) — Atlas corologic de la
flora vascular dels Paisos Catalans.
Volum 15 [ORCA: Atlas corologic, 15].
— Institut d’Estudis Catalans, Secci6 de
Ciencies Biologiques, Barcelona, 2008
(ISBN 978-84-92583-25-6, volume; 978-
84-7283-625-9, set). [590] pages, maps
3603-3878; paper.

The present volume of this monumental
chorological atlas (see OPTIMA Newslett.
38: (42). 2009) is predictably the penultimate
for the dicots, after which only the monocots
(3 or 4 volumes?) remain. It comprises 276
distribution maps, all of Compositae (Puli-
caria to Centaurea, inclusive), in the order
of the Flora manual dels Paisos Catalans.
The tribes covered are Inuleae (second half:
11 species), Heliantheae (21), Helenieae (2),
Anthemideae (73), Senecioneae (40), Calen-
duleae (1), Arctoteae (1), and most of Car-
dueae (126), with the following major gen-
era: Centaurea (incl. Cheirolophus, Cyanus,
and Rhaponticoides, 49 maps), Senecio (incl.
Jacobaea, 29), Artemisia and Cirsium (18
each), Carduus (17), and Anthemis (incl.
Cota, 13). W.G.

Studies of Flora and Vegetation

28. Jodo Domingues de ALMEIDA — Flora e
vegetacdo das Serras Beira-Durienses.
— Universidade de Coimbra, Faculdade
de Ciéncias e tecnologia, Coimbra, 20009.
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889 pages; [1] +4 + 16 + 11 + 15+ 13
+16+11+10+8+[1]+7+ 18+ 25
+3+16+2+3+8+[1]+59+[1] +
11 sheets, maps, tables, 186 plates with
885 colour photographs; 2 paper bound
volumes.

The two sizeable volumes presented here
correspond to Jodo Almeida’s doctoral thesis.
As its sheer bulk suggests: a truly impressive
work. The author has explored the study area
for 15 years, starting 1994, and even though
it is quite large, he must obviously know it as
well as his own pockets by now. Situated in
the southern half of N Portugal, roughly
speaking to the ESE of Oporto, it encom-
passes one fifth of the country’s total moun-
tain area above the 700 m contour line and
pertains to the four provinces Beira Alta,
Beira Litoral, Trés-os-Montes, and Douro
Litoral. For the purpose of this study it has
been subdivided into 7 discrete mountain
massifs, or sierras. As the numerous (54!)
new province records here documented dem-
onstrate, it had not been explored very thor-
oughly before.

The first volume, being the thesis proper,
is divided into 7 chapters, of which the third,
on the vascular flora, is by far the largest.
Almeida has collected an enormous amount
of material, and also worked through all ma-
jor Portuguese herbaria as well as the com-
plete relevant literature. All these data are
scrupulously cited here, with addition, as the
case may be, of the main synonyms, Portu-
guese common names, indication of life form,
habit, general distribution, and habitat, as
well as critical observations. A summary of
this material is provided in chapter VI (Con-
clusions), in the form of a table listing the
1235 wild taxa (species and subspecies) with
their sierra-by-sierra distribution.

The second largest chapter (1) concerns
the vegetation in term of sigmatistic plant
communities, each characterised by apposite
lists of characteristic and companion species.
In chapter V (Biogeography) the limit be-

tween the Euro-Siberian and Mediterranean
domain is discussed, and a tentative line is
drawn to divide the western, Euro-Siberian
from the eastern, Mediterranean portion of
the study area. The last chapter, 65 pages of
bibliographic references, is not the lest im-
pressive of the author’s achievements.

For the average reader, the corollary ma-
terial brought together in volume Il will
doubtless prove the most appealing, and most
frequently consulted. It comprises two photo-
graphic supplements and two tabular an-
nexes. The photo-documentation of the flora
in the first supplement, in particular, should
be of interest to many: On 104 tables, over
650 taxa (>50% of the total flora) are
shown by means of 705 colour photographs.
The but slightly smaller second supplement
illustrates aspects of the vegetation on 82
plates with 180 photographs, grouped sierra-
wise. There is one drawback with these sup-
plements, trivial perhaps yet a real impedi-
ment: the incoherent, repetitive pagination
which, together with the absence of any
numbering, makes it virtually impossible to
refer, to or look for, a given image. Indeed,
the author has needs abstained from cross-
referencing the illustrations from the main text,
nor has he attempted to produce an index.

The two annexes are a surprising boon —
unexpected because outside the work’s de-
clared scope. The first is an updated checklist of
the vascular flora of mainland Portugal, with
reference to a basic source (mostly Med-Check-
list or Flora iberica or Amaral Franco’s Nova
Flora) and indication of special status (alien,
endemic). The second refers to the particular
case of alien species and updates the last
relevant list of Almeida & Freitas, of 2006.
The species of Annex Il are thus included in
Annex |, but differently arranged and without
some data fields (area of origin, growth form,
year of first introduction). According to this
census, the Portuguese mainland hosts a
known vascular flora of 2996 indigenous and
632 alien taxa. W.G.
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29. Consuelo SANTA-BARBARA CARRAS-
COSA & Benito VALDES CASTRILLON
— La flora y vegetacion del Andévalo
(faja piritica Espafa-Portugal). Guia da
flora e vegetacdo do Andévalo (faixa
piritica Espanha-Portugal). — Consejeria
de Medio Ambiente, Junta de Andalucia,
Sevilla, 2008 (ISBN 978-84-96776-85-
2). 307 Pages, map, numerous colour
photographs; hard cover.

What is Andévalo? As traditionally de-
fined, both generally and in botanical litera-
ture (the classic Flora de Andalucia occiden-
tal and also item 21 above), it is a rural land-
scape in the Huesca Province of S Spain. For
the purpose of the present book, however, it
has been redefined: As the subtitle spells out,
it is here taken to coincide with the S Iberian
pyritic belt, of which the eastern half lies
indeed in Spain but the western one in S Por-
tugal. It is a lowland area (lands above the
400 m line have been excluded) with Medi-
terranean climate and vegetation, character-
ised by heavy mining activities in many
places where ore (mainly copper and manga-
nese) surfaces. Apart from agriculture, refor-
estation has played and still plays a major
role, and not always a happy one. The forest
services responsible have created major envi-
ronmental problems by planting fast growing
trees with high yield (pines and eucalypts),
foreign to the area, with resulting soil impov-
erishment, multiplication of firebrands and
proliferation of pests. Only in more recent
years has a more sensible policy resulted in
the spread of indigenous, slow-growing ever-
green oaks.

This book, which is fully bilingual
(Spanish and Portuguese), is popular in a
most positive sense. As Cinta Castillo Jimé-
nez, Andalusian Environment Councillor,
aptly states in her introduction: People pro-
tect what they love, and they love what they
know. Nothing could be better suited to
spread knowledge, generate love and enhance
conservation than a publication of this kind.
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Including general chapters, informative but
not overly long, on climate, geology, vegeta-
tion and land use, it presents as its core a
good selection of the plants growing in the
area: first the common and characteristic
species, then the rare and threatened ones,
each with a descriptive text, general informa-
tion and mostly a colour photograph. These
illustrations, of excellent quality, are obvi-
ously a major asset of the book, but would
have benefited by the additional boon of
some background information (captions are
meagre or nil, and authorship is nowhere
mentioned). The index to scientific names has
a double function, as it is also a register of
(Spanish and Portuguese) common names.
W.G.

30. Josep VIGO | BONADA — L’alta munta-
nya catalana. Flora i vegetacio. Segona
edicid, revisada. — Centre Excursionista
de Catalunya & Institut d’Estudis Cata-
lans, Barcelona, 2008 (ISBN 978-84-
92583-24-9). 443 pages, figures, colour
photographs, maps; hard cover.

The original edition of Vigo’s classic on
the flora and vegetation of the high moun-
tains of Catalonia, published in 1976, has
met with great success and has been out of
print for some time. That success was well
deserved. The book’s basic concept makes it
most attractive for a wide range of users,
amateurs, students, teachers and professional
botanists alike. It is not, as the subtitle might
suggest, the familiar bipartite treatise with a
first half describing and classifying the vege-
tation, the second listing its species. It is
indeed, refreshingly, devoid of phytosocio-
logical jargon, enumerations, and tables.
Following introductory chapters on the land-
scape and plant cover of the high Catalan
Pyrenees, the book is essentially devoted to
describing physiognomic vegetation units and
their characteristic constituent species: sub-
alpine forest and its clearings; scrubland and
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heath; tall-herb communities; meadows and
pastures; brooks, springs, ponds and wet-
lands; alpine turf and snow-patch borders;
rocks and scree; and ruderal sites. All these
chapters are profusely illustrated, mainly
with plant portraits: colour photographs by a
variety of authors and line drawings by the
(now deceased) Eugeni Sierra.

The new edition has changed but little in
appearance and not at all in general style.
The number of printed pages (+ 2) and fig-
ures (- 1) has remained virtually identical,
the drawings, with minor exceptions, have
been maintained. There are a few maps that
have been redrawn, and the numerous colour
photographs, in their large majority, have
been replaced by new ones that mostly show
the same species. The list of references has of
course been updated, and also the text itself
when new results, including a few name
changes, have made it necessary. The chapter
that has changed most severely, was in fact
almost totally rewritten, is the concluding one
on the future of the Pyrenean flora and vege-
tation. Is it more optimistic now than then? In
a way yes, indeed, because, even though the
basic problems may remain, public aware-
ness of and concern for our natural environ-
ment has tremendously increased during the
last quarter of century. The present book, for
sure, has aided significantly in this respect!

W.G.

31. Josep A. CONESA I MOR & Joan
PEDROL | SOLANES — Plantes vasculars
del quadrat UTM 31T CG36 Isona
(Estanys de Basturs). [ORCA: Catalegs
floristics locals, 17.] — Institut d’Estudis
Catalans, Seccié de Ciéncies Biologi-
ques, Barcelona, 2008 (ISBN 978-84-
92583-03-4). 87 pages, 2 tables, 7 maps
and graphs; paper.

Three years after No. 16 (see OPTIMA
Newslett. 38: (45-46). 2009), one more book-
let of the series documenting individual
squares of the Catalonian chorological atlas

has appeared. It deals with a territory of
medium altitude (between 440 and 1138 m),
with an average-sized flora (762 vascular
species), and lacking salient features except
for two deep, round freshwater ponds, or
rather wells, situated to the SE of the village
Basturs. These two ponds are now placed in
a protected area. With their clear oligotro-
phic, alkaline waters, as well as along their
margins and on an adjacent flat wetland area
that is temporarily flooded, they are home to
a number of characteristic freshwater and
marsh communities that are rare in Catalo-
nia. W.G.

Trees and Shrubs

32. Joaquim SANDE SILVA (ed.) — Guia de
campo. As arvores e 0s arbustos de
Portugal continental. [Arvores e flores-
tas de Portugal, 9]. — Fundagdo Luso-
Americana para o Desenvolvimento &
Liga par a Proteccdo da Naturaleza,
Lisboa, 2007 (ISBN 978-989-619-106-1).
462 pages, distribution maps, colour
photographs; flexible cover.

This book was written by 27 Portuguese
authors, mainly but not exclusively for a
Portuguese readership. As the editor states, it
is unprecedented in several respects, includ-
ing the number of local botanists responsible
for it (a merit which is not, unfortunately
rewarded by giving individual credit to au-
thors for their contribution; the 22 photogra-
phers fare better). It is also, it appears, the
first book ever on the woody plants of Portu-
gal. It presents accounts, almost all illus-
trated, for more than 400 different woody
species; and for all the indigenous ones, it
includes maps of Portuguese distribution,
newly prepared on the basis of the holdings
of the country’s principal herbaria (excluding
COl, temporarily inaccessible).

Along with all indigenous trees, and all
shrubs that may grow to more of 50 cm tall,
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the treatment also covers tree species that are
widely planted for ornamental or forestry
purposes (but not the fruit trees unless they
tend to run wild). Descriptions of the in-
cluded families are provided, together with a
key to families and to genera, and species
keys for the 13 genera with 4 or more spe-
cies. There are some curious discrepancies
between the species keyed out and the inven-
tory of those present in the main text, where
Genista cinerascens, Acacia karroo, and no
less that 6 wild rose species are missing, as
are Salix caprea, S. fragilis and S. xsecal-
liana — whereas conversely, S. xsepulchralis
is absent from the key. Family sequence fol-
lows that in APG II, hardly familiar to Por-
tuguese readers used to the Flora europaea
sequence, and perhaps irritating for them. In
fact, 1 see no compelling need to have
adopted a systematic sequence at all, when
genera within families and species within
genera were arranged alphabetically.

These are but minor qualms on a book
that, all in all, is admirable. Clearly set out,
tersely written, highly informative, well illus-
trated: these are its salient features. It will
win many friends. W.G.

33. Ignazio CAMARDA & Franca VALSEC-
CHI — Alberi e arbusti spontanei della
Sardegna. — Carlo Delfino, Sassari, 2008
(ISBN 978-88-7138-489-4). 524 pages,
distribution maps in colour, drawings,
colour photographs; hard cover with dust
jacket.

This is the second edition of a book in
smaller format that was published in 1983,
with the same title and authorship (see
OPTIMA Newslett. 17-19: 41. 1985). It has
now been rewritten in large parts, and much
expanded. What remains are the basic concept
and the drawings, which the authors them-
selves, remarkably skilled artists both of
them, have contributed. The former rough
contour maps of overall distribution have
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been replaced by much more detailed maps of
the wild occurrence in Sardinia. The authors
repeatedly refer to the difficulty of drawing
the line between wild (or “spontaneous”,
which they use as a synonym) and autoch-
thonous occurrence, especially for trees that
are cultivated since antiquity. The walnut
tree is a good example, of which native look-
ing stands are found in the centre of the is-
lands, and Pliocene fossil remains exist, yet it
is impossible to know whether the present
population derives directly from the Pliocene
stock or has been reintroduced in Roman
times after intervening extinction.

There is a wealth of discussions and data
of this kind scattered throughout the book,
concerning a variety of aspects. The list of
local vernacular designations has been great-
ly expanded, with their place of origin added.
Examples of large, old tree individuals have
been added and documented photographi-
cally. Variation in critical groups is dis-
cussed, sometimes extensively (e.g. for de-
ciduous oaks, of which only two species,
Quercus pubescens and Q. congesta, are
admitted as present). Many of the standard
subheadings referring to phenology, distribu-
tion, ecology, uses in forestry, ethnobotany,
etc., have seen their text expanded, and the
photographic documentation, entirely renewed,
was diversified. Mention is now made of
exotic species that are widely planted in wild
habitats, such as eucalypts and several coni-
fers, although they have not been indexed
(indexing of scientific names, erratic for all
but the accepted ones, being a weak spot).

A word on coverage. All wild tree spe-
cies are included, but not the dwarf shrubs,
suffrutices and woody climbers, on which the
authors published a separate book in 1990.
In a few genera with large woody represen-
tatives, dwarf shrubs were nevertheless ad-
mitted, examples being Prunus prostrata and
several Genista species. Genista is one of the
botanical specialties of Franca Valsecchi,
who described half a dozen species new to
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science between 1984 and 1993. As a result,
the number of treated brooms (13) has almost
doubled as compared to the first edition. The
observant reader will not that, on the other
hand, some woody plants of fairly large di-
mensions have been tacitly omitted, in par-
ticular those of the genera Rosa and Rubus.

The authors were awarded an OPTIMA
Silver Medal at the X1l OPTIMA Meeting in
Antalya: a well deserved recognition of their
beautiful and interesting new book. W.G.

34. Rosario SCHICCHI & Francesco Maria
RAIMONDO - | grandi alberi di Sicilia.
[Collana Sicilia Foreste (ISSN 1972-
1641), s.n.]. — Azienda Regionale Foreste
Demaniali della Sicilia, Palermo, 2007.
312 pages, numerous colour photo-
graphs, cloth with dust jacket.

At the same time as the present, large
volume a somewhat slimmer one was pub-
lished by the same authors, on the monumen-
tal trees of the Madonie Mountains. Much of
what | have written when reviewing it (in
OPTIMA Newslett. 38: (53). 2009) also
applies to this book, and rather than repeat-
ing it here | may simply refer back to it. The
subject being the same except for the area
covered, it is natural that the very same tree
monuments should appear in both books, as
is indeed the case in for couple of dozen of
them. However, with a single exception, the
photographs if equally splendid are different
(and were indeed mostly taken by a different
photographer).

Stocktaking of large, old trees worthy of
conservation or monitoring has been going on
in Italy since a first inventory was published
in the early 1990s. At that time 1255 indi-
viduals had been registered, of which 230 for
the whole southern portion of Italy. Today,
thanks to a survey in Sicily undertaken in
2004, for that island alone 430 such vener-
able trees have been put on record. Their
tabular inventory is here included, and a

selection of 100 of them is presented in de-
tail, following the same pattern as in the
Madonie book. The variety of coverage is
remarkable, with 23 different genera: al-
mond, ash, beech, birch, broom (of Mt Etna),
carob, chestnut, cypress, fir, hackberry, haw-
thorn, holly, maple (two species), myrtle, oak
(several taxa, including cork and helm oak),
olive, pear, pine, pistachio (lentisk), poplar
(aspen), strawberry tree, willow, and yew.

As in other Mediterranean regions, trees
and forests in Sicily have been dramatically
decimated during millennia. It is perhaps
surprising that so many old veterans should
have survived to the present day — but is it
really? The fact is that man, in a general
way, respects and venerates old trees and will
spare and protect them whenever possible.
The conservation measures that are now
proposed are new only in a formal way, in
actual fact they have been tacitly observed
for times immemorial. Some of the oldest
trees have achieved legendary fame, the best
known for Italy being a chestnut tree of Mt.
Etna, said to be aged 3000 years. It has a
stem circumference of 50 m and is called the
Hundred-Horses Chestnut, the saga going
that one-hundred horses and riders of Joan of
Aragon’s retinue, in a downpour, found shel-
ter under its crown. W.G.

Applied Botany

35. Paolo Maria GUARRERA, Fernando
LUCCHESE & Simone MEDORI — L’uso
tradizionale delle piante nell’Alto Mo-
lise. Contributo alla conoscenza della
flora d’ltalia. — Societa Botanica ltalia-
na, Firenze, 2009 (ISBN 978-88-85915-
02-2). 127 pages, 2 maps, tables, colour
photographs; paper.

Inventorying local traditions in rural
area is an urgent task, as they are disappear-
ing by the day. Traditional plant uses are

(20) OPTIMA Newsletter No. 39 2010



among those that deserve, and often receive,
particular attention. The mountainous area to
the north of Isernia Province in the western
half of the region Molise were still virgin
land for that kind of survey, which the au-
thors conducted during two years, starting
2003, by means of personal interviews of
groups or individuals. They harvested rich
information, detailed and pleasantly illus-
trated in the present booklet. The fact that of
their 18 main interview partners all but 4
were over 70 years old, and a single one un-
der 50, demonstrates how rapidly time is
running short for ethnobotanical studies. The
seriousness and scientific rigour of the in-
quest is borne out by the fact that the plants
discussed during the interviews, once identi-
fied, were preserved as vouchers, deposited
in a herbarium in Rome (URT).

The results are summarised in tabular
form. For each plant they include, apart from
its uses proper (purpose, way of application,
parts used), its name in Italian or dialect. A
significant proportion of the recorded uses
belong to the past and are no longer practiced
today. The following main use categories are
recognised: medicinal and cosmetic, including
“health food”; veterinary; alimentary; storage
and preservation; domestic and handicraft
implements; magic and ritual (curiously, the
single use surviving to the day is said to be
by witches). Many species are used for mul-
tiple purposes, the most polyvalent being
grapevine, followed in order by nettle, mal-
low, walnut, fir, garlic, and olive tree. W.G.

Conservation Topics

36. Gianluigi BACCHETTA, Alvaro BUENO
SANCHEZ, Giuseppe FENU, Borja JIME-
NEZ-ALFARO, Effisio MATTANA, Beti
P1OTTO & Myriam VIREVAIRE (ed.) —
Conservacion ex situ de plantas silves-
tres. — Jardin Botanico Atlantico, Gijon,
2008. 375 pages, photographs (mainly in
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colour), graphs, maps, tables; one CD-
ROM,; soft boards with cover flaps.

The first manual on ex-situ conservation
written in Spanish is a remarkable book in
many respects. Built upon an Italian forerun-
ner of somewhat narrower scope, it has been
written under the responsibility of an author
collective of 33, representing four Mediterra-
nean countries (Spain, Italy, France and Por-
tugal), yet it is all but monolithic in style and
presentation of contents. Obviously it is not,
as is customary, an assemblage of individu-
ally authored texts but — as the introduction
confirms — a kind of wiki-book that has
grown gradually into its present shape
through a process resembling nest-building
by ants or termites. Only that, where ants and
termites are supposed to have instinct to
guide them, the book had editors at the helm.
They did a superb job: congratulations.

As here understood, ex-situ conservation
revolves entirely around gene banking. Living
collections in botanic gardens are not taken
seriously, it appears, and the role of gardens
in cultivating threatened plants is seen en-
tirely as an exercise of restoring to life the
holdings of germplasm collections. When one
accepts this limitation, one finds the book to
be comprehensive in coverage and well bal-
anced. Above all it is superbly referenced,
with a 24-page cumulative list of cited litera-
ture at the end. The initial chapters deal with
formal aspects such as legal structures, insti-
tutions and networks, priority definition and
the like. The next four chapters refer to the
work stages that precede the gene banking
proper: important, too often neglected sub-
jects such as population sampling, reproduc-
tive biology assessment, techniques of seed
colleting and handling, and pre-storage
treatment. Storage comes next, be it of seeds,
propagules, spores, pollen or tissue, with an
outlook on in-vitro culture and cryo-
preservation. The largest chapter is on ger-
mination topics, and as a kind of outlook
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collection management, including revival of
the stored goods, is mentioned.

The field of gene-banking is very much
alive and prospering. With all these ants or
termites at work, might one not expect a new,
updated nest soon to be built? Perhaps an
updated edition in English? 1 would not be
surprised. W.G.

37. Juan Carlos MORENO SAIz (coord.) —
Lista roja 2008 de la flora vascular
espafiola. — Sociedad Espafiola de Bio-
logia de la Conservacion de las Plantas,
Madrid, 2008 (ISBN 978-84-691-7375-
6). 86 pages, 34 colour photographs, 3
maps, 1 table; paper.

The precursor of the current Red List
2008 of the Spanish vascular flora was pub-
lished 8 years before, in 2000. It mentioned
1149 taxa (species and subspecies), not
counting 265 for which insufficient data were
available. The IUCN threat categories de-
fined in 1994, then valid, were redefined in
2001. The prior list, by consequence, had to
be completely reworked, with risks reas-
sessed: A tremendous task, to which a large
number of Spanish botanists have contrib-
uted (an authorship of 71 and contributions
from 107 additional persons are acknowl-
edged).

The booklet is essentially bilingual
(Spanish and English) and covers the whole
Spanish territory, mainland and islands, in-
cluding Ceuta and Melilla. Thanks to an
astute presentation and colourful illustra-
tions, it is less dry than one might expect
from a condensed inventory of its kind. In
going through a well designed question-and-
answer game, you will learn, among other
things, that the number of taxa threatened in
Spain is now 1221 (up 72 as compared to the
2000 list), equivalent to almost 15 % of
Spain’s native vascular flora; to which 172
near threatened taxa (a new category) may be
added. The number of data deficient taxa

(133) is down by one half, thanks among
others to field investigations conducted on
551 taxa. Recorded extinctions (25) are up
20 %, even though 6 taxa previously consid-
ered extinct have revived (one due to success-
ful reintroduction from stored germplasm, 5
through rediscovery of wild-growing indi-
viduals); of these, 15 survive outside of
Spain and 4 in seed banks, but 6 are gone
forever. The number of taxa newly added to
the inventory is 197, while 40 of those for-
merly listed have been removed for various
reasons, usually improved knowledge;
whereas changes in risk category assessment
for taxa appearing on both lists is almost
balanced, with 229 upgrades against 220
downgrades. Last, unsurprisingly, the largest
number of taxa at high risk is found in re-
gions with highest local endemism: Andalusia
(227) and the Canary Islands (247). W.G.

38. AnunTplog ®OITOz, Oeopdvng KON-
STANTINIAIZ & Tewpyia KAMAPH (ed.)
— BiBAio epuBpwv OSedopévwy Twv
OTovViv & QAMEINOUPEVWY QUTWV TNG
EANGOOC. — EAANIKY Botavikr Etai-
peia, Mdtpa, 2010 (‘2009°) (ISBN 978-
960-9407-12-0). XXVI + 405, [11] + 413
pages, numerous colour and 2 black-and-
white photographs, 302 maps, 4 tables; 2
hard cover volumes with dust jacket.

This sizeable and weighty twin volume
has a second, English title page: The red data
book of rare and threatened plants of
Greece, edited by Dimitrios Phitos, Theo-
phanis Constantinidis & Georgia Kamari;
but as those unfamiliar with the Greek lan-
guage will be disappointed to note, all of the
contents bar the bilingual Foreword are in
modern Greek. An English edition may be
forthcoming in due course if funds can be
found — and it is very much to be hoped that
this will indeed happen. If so, the work, one
of the most brilliant and informative among
the ever increasing number of excellent red
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data books, will assuredly attract the wide
international readership it deserves.

Actually, 15 years ago a similar book
with the same (English) title was published,
with the same principal editor (Phitos), deal-
ing with an only marginally smaller number
of plant species. The present twin volume,
presenting 300 case studies, has almost twice
as many pages as the earlier book — such is
the increase in useful information that has
meanwhile accumulated. The two works do
only partly overlap in content. Of the 300
entries in the present one, only 96 are updates
from its forerunner (for 8 of which the name
has changed), the others are totally new. By
consequence, when using the books side by
side, one finds information on 469 plant taxa
(463 different species), about 8 % of the
country’s total flora.

As before, the plants are presented in al-
phabetic sequence of their names: initial A to
D in the first volume, E to Z in the second.
Each volume has its own reference list and
table of contents, so that it can be used inde-
pendently. As there are too many taxa worthy
of presentation, a choice had to be made,
which was presumably based at least in part
on the availability of reliable information.
Indeed, a single species (Lathraea squa-
maria) is qualified as “data deficient” in
terms of IUCN threat categories, the vulner-
able taxa (nearly 60 %) being best repre-
sented. The remainder are either not threat-
ened (“near threatened” and a few “least
concern”, 15 % in all), “endangered” (20 %) or
“critically endangered” (5 %). For the record,
a single bryophyte (Buxbaumia viridis) and
one fern (Asplenium creticum) have been in-
cluded among the flowering plants. Centau-
rea (23 taxa) is by far the best represented
genus, followed, surprisingly, by Colchicum
(12), Fritillaria and Campanula (11 each).

Rich illustration with excellent colour
photographs and informative, thoroughly up-
dated dot maps showing the known Greek
distribution are major assets of the work and

Publications

may be appreciated independently of lan-
guage skills. Many of the plants treated are
scarcely known, seldom collected, often re-
cently described. Little if any reliable infor-
mation on them can be found outside the
pages of this work. For libraries specialised
in the study of plant diversity and/or conser-
vation topics, the books are an absolute must.

It is however obvious that this work has
been written and printed primarily for the
Greek market, and justifiably so. Of the 89
listed text authors, no less than 74 are Greek
nationals and residents. Such a high partici-
pation by local, knowledgeable botanical
enthusiasts would have been completely un-
thinkable some years ago, and it is both in-
gratiating and promising to see it happen.
The Greek flora in its immense richness and
value is exposed to many threats, less so
perhaps than that of other countries where
human impact on the environment is all-
pervading, still strongly enough to cause
urgent concern. The only promising way to
safeguard this wealth for future generations
is by understanding it with loving concern,
and this must come from within. Greek peo-
ple, for whom this book has been written,
will hopefully stand together to fence off the
crown jewels among their flora from thought-
less menace and devastating greed.

W.G.

39. Tuna EKiM — Turkiye’nin nadir ende-
mikleri. The rare endemics of Turkey.
— Tirkiye is Banka Kiiltiir Yayinlari, is-
tanbul, 2009 (ISBN 978-9944-88-648-
2). XXVII + 537 pages, 445 colour
photographs and maps; hard cover.

In his introduction, Tuna Ekim invites
the reader “to read this book not like similar
books published so far [because it] was
planned as a summary of a wealth of sto-
ries”. It is indeed, in several respects, unigue.
By its contents it fulfils the criteria of a red
data book, being entirely devoted to the rare
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endemic (and therefore by definition threat-
ened) plants of a single country. The title
wording has been taken very seriously, and
plants that either were not Turkish endemics
or not really rare were not admitted (some
were even sifted out when, during the edito-
rial process, they were discovered in some
neighbouring country). Yet its spirit is not
that of a red data book in so far as conserva-
tion needs are not directly addressed. No
threat categories are assigned, no menaces
detailed, no measures of protection advo-
cated. Whereas the love of and concern for
the marvellously rich Turkish flora transpires
ever and again, it is not in the limelight. If
conservation of Turkey’s botanical wealth
has been, as | believe, the main motive for
publishing this book, then its author-editor
has cleverly adopted a devious strategy: first
to provide a solid basis for it. This volume is
designed to strengthen the self-confidence of
the growing army of Turkish botanists and to
enhance the perception of this strength both
within and outside the country.

There are literally hundreds of contribu-
tors to this book, all of them Turkish and
mostly quite young (unfortunately a separate
author index is missing). Some are amateur
botanists, several teachers, most represent the
new rising generation (and there are many
more on the threshold, younger still, as the
recent OPTIMA Meeting in Antalya has
demonstrated). Following an appeal, the pro-
spective contributors sent in their photo-
graphs and, if selected, a little text, often
quite personally tinged. All this was organ-
ised, collated and edited by Ekim who, as an
author, kept himself in the background. The
photographs are perhaps not all up to profes-
sional standards, yet they were screened for
guality and the poor ones eliminated. As
published, each has as an inset a little map
that gives the approximate position of their
homeland (exact locality data were withheld
for obvious reasons), and often a second inset
showing general habit or a detail, as the case

may be. Four-hundred-forty-five plant taxa
(444 different species) are thus treated,
among which Centaurea s.l. forms the larg-
est group (47 species, of which 10 are cur-
rently placed in Psephellus, 2 each in Rha-
ponticoides and Cyanus), followed by Astra-
galus (28) and Verbascum (22).

The book addresses a mixed audience
and is therefore fully bilingual (Turkish and
English). For the benefit of Turkish bota-
nists, some basic information is given on the
principles of botanical nomenclature and, for
each plant, on the whereabouts of original
material; also, all persons mentioned (au-
thors, discoverers of species, persons hon-
oured in epithets) are listed at the end, with
life data. For the international readership,
this is a unique anthology (in the word’s
literal meaning) of unique, virtually unknown
and never before portrayed plants. W.G.

Gardens and Gardening

40. Giovanni PELINO — Giardino della flora
appenninica di Capracotta. Guida e in-
dex seminum. — Universita degli Studi
del Molise, Regione Molise, Provincia di
Isernia, Comune di Capracotta, Comuni-
td Montana Alto Molise [2009]. [1] + 41
pages, map, tables, colour photographs;
paper.

Far off the beaten tracks, tucked away in
the beech woods of the southern Apennine
mountains, there is a little jewel of botanic
garden. It is situated on the territory of
Capracotta, Isernia Province (there are nice
stories, too long to be told, on the origin of
the village name, which means cooked goat),
at 1525 m of altitude, and on its c. 10 hec-
tares hosts 513 indigenous plant species, here
tabulated in full. The guide booklet is not
dated but came fresh from the printer when
the Italian Botanical Society visited the Gar-
den, in September 2009. It is nicely pre-
sented, with the Garden’s index seminum
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incorporated, and also draws attention to two
recent institutions of interest, situated in Pe-
sche (Isernia) and belonging to the University
of the Molise Region: a germplasm collec-
tion, founded in 2005, and an herbarium,
numbering 10,000 specimens, registered in
2005 as IS by Index herbariorum. W.G.

41. Cristiano PONTECORVO (ed.) — Guida
dell’Orto Botanico di Cagliari. — Co-
edisar Elmas, Cagliari, 2009 (ISBN 978-
88-85966-59-8). 223 pages, 107 figures
(partly colour photographs), 5 tables;

paper.

Cagliari Botanic Garden is an area of 5
hectares situated in a valley bottom beside a
Roman amphitheatre. Miraculously spared
from urbanisation — having been, in succes-
sion, Jesuite property, mulberry plantation,
vineyard, hideout of an anti-royal conspiracy,
and a place of ill fame when the owner, a
conspirer, was caught and hanged — it was
acquired by Cagliari University in the 1850s
and inaugurated in 1866 in its new function.
Its collections are particularly rich in woody
plants, said to number 400 specimens; and
indeed, on pictures, the area looks almost
completely wooded.

According to the preface, this is the first
guide to the Garden since Gennari’s of 1874
(The bibliography mentions a publication by
Mossa & Del Prete, of 1992; but it is a chap-
ter in a book, not a garden guide.) It follows
an ambitious plan. In its core, it describes the
Garden’s main highlights in 37 chapters or
legs. In addition, it includes quite ambitious
general information on botany, in six appen-
dices and listings, that make it look a kind of
textbook for the self-taught layman. The
subjects treated include elements of botanical
anatomy, an introduction to life forms, an
overview of botanical classification, a sum-
mary of legal instruments for the protection
of plants, with a list of all protected or moni-
tored taxa of the Sardinian flora, a glossary
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of botanical terms, an extensive thematic
bibliography and a list of useful Internet
sources.

Text prevails, and illustrations are not as
abundant and informative as one perhaps
might wish. Yet the book, written by 10 au-
thors (acknowledged in a general way but,
unaccountably, not credited with the individ-
ual texts they have contributed), besides of
being an invaluable source of historical data,
will be used with profit by those who have
the energy and perseverance to study it care-
fully. W.G.

Bibliography and Biography

42. Hans Walter LACK - Franz Bauer.
The painted record of nature. — Naturhis-
torisches Museum, Wien, 2008 (ISBN
978-3-902421-30-2). 130 pages, fronti-
spiece + 59 figures in colour; hard cover.

Much has been written on the Bauer
brothers, Franz and Ferdinand, yet to date
there was no book on the former’s biography.
Walter Lack was the man best qualify to
write it, and so he did. As is the case of all
his books, this volume is not only carefully
researched, based on a wealth of both pub-
lished and archival material; it is also lively
written, full of original, anecdotic details, and
of course it is extremely well and generously
illustrated. One more among Lack’s mile-
stone books along the path back to our disci-
pline’s sources.

Franz (1758-1840) and Ferdinand
(1760-1826), two of seven brothers and sis-
ters, shared many life history traits. Born in
Moravian Feldsberg, an estate of the Princes
of Liechtenstein, both were formed in their
artistic skills by prior Norbert Boccius, and
as a part of that formation, they together
painted more than half of the 2750 plant
portraits of the famous “Codex Liechten-
stein” (see OPTIMA Newslett. 35: (29-30).
2000). Both were then taken into custody by
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Jacquin in Vienna, where they perfected their
skills by frequenting the Academy of Fine
Arts while contributing to illustrate of some
Jacquin’s famous books. Both were lured
away from the continent by the English (Fer-
dinand by John Sibthorp, Franz by Joseph
Banks) and were to be residents of the Lon-
don area for the better part of their lives. And
of course, first and foremost: Both were, in
the domain of biological illustration, among
the most genial artists ever.

There are differences, of course. Ferdi-
nand was a great traveller and based a major
part of his work on sketches made in the
field, first in Greece with Sibthorp (1784-
1787) then, sent by Banks on Captain Flin-
ders’ expedition, in Australia with Robert
Brown and alone on Norfolk Island (1801-
1805); he was never content with Britain,
which he left in 1814 to spend the rest of his
days in congenial Vienna. Franz was defi-
nitely the sedentary type. His only major
travel was with the younger Jacquin, from
Vienna through Germany and the Low Coun-
tries to England where he was to set roots.
By consequence, contrary to his brother, he
never took to landscape painting. He did,
however, specialise in the illustration of ana-
tomical, often microscopic details, and his
illustration of dissected plant organs and also
of the anatomy and embryology of animals
(including Homo sapiens) are of the finest.
Of the two, it was Franz who achieved fame
not only as an artist but a scientist, elected to
fellowship of the Linnean Society of London
in 1804 and of the Royal Society in 1821 and
publishing a number of scientific papers and
works under his own name.

The book narrates Franz Bauer’s life
and portrays his personality in 14 self-
contained chapters, comparable to paintings
in a gallery or panels of an exhibition. It is a
lively, well readable presentation, avoiding
the pitfalls of a scholarly linear account and
exempt of schoolmasterly dryness. Illustra-
tion does much to further enliven it, and not

only that: It is an important documentation
based on scarcely known material. Only a
tiny fragment of Bauer’s drawings and paint-
ings were published by him. Most of his
work exists in original only, for the greatest
part in the Bauer Unit at the Natural History
Museum in London, then also in Vaduz,
Gottingen, Vienna, Berlin, and elsewhere.
The 58 plates reproducing Bauer’s artwork
draw an all these sources and by themselves
are reason enough to treasure the present
book, which also exists, | am told, in a Ger-
man edition (ISBN 978-3-902421-28-9).
W.G.

History and Arts

43. Suzanne AMIGUES - Théophraste. Re-
cherches sur les plantes. A I’origine de
la botanique. — Belin, Paris, 2010 (ISBN
978-2-7011-4996-7). XIi + 414 pages,
908 colour photographs, 1 facsimile;
flexible cover with cloth spine.

Suzanne Amigues, professor of Ancient
Greek at Montpellier University, is probably
the best expert ever of Theophrastus’ writ-
ings. She has performed a complete French
translation of all nine books of his principal
work, Histories of plants, published in a
bilingual, critically annotated edition of five
volumes between 1988 and 2006. For classi-
cal scholars, and for botanists with a histori-
cal interest and classical background, this is
the definitive source. But it is dry reading but
for the most imaginative.

Her new work now opens the window
for a whole new category of readers. The
transcribed Greek original is dispensed with.
The French translation, however, is repub-
lished integrally, with the notes rewritten and
reduced to the explanation of the plants men-
tioned, their identities and interpretations.
Above all, it is embellished with more than
900 colour photographs, most by the author
herself. And, wondrously: The world of old
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Theophrastus is resurrected. You can see
through his eyes, smell with him the fra-
grances of the Aegean lands, observe his
objects and try to understand them under his
expert guidance. A long buried cornerstone
of our discipline, again, has tangibly come to
life.

The Histories have not been written in
elaborate style, they were never meant to be a
sophisticated literary product. You may per-
ceive them as a textbook, some would even
say an assemblage of lecture notes, and bear
witness of Theophrastus’ botanical teaching
when he was head of the Lyceum that his
mentor Aristotle had founded in Athens and
may be regarded as the world’s intellectual
navel of the time. Yet these lectures, even
then, were so influential that the Histories
were among the very few of the master’s
recorded works to have survived, in an ap-
preciable number of copies. Of the universal
genius and all-embracing philosopher that
Theophrastus must have been, what is left to
us and has impinged on modern thought is his
fathering of botanical science. And indeed,
plants must have been the A and O of his life,
from childhood on his native island of Lesvos
through his apprenticeship with Aristotle (the
father of zoology and biological classifica-
tion) to his mature glory as a teacher and
intellectual leader. He was the one to trans-
form science from a philosophy centred on
deductive speculation into a discipline based
on the observation and explanation of facts;
he is the inventor of the term and notion of
ecology; and he was Linnaeus’s forerunner in
sending out people to explore the world for
him near and far, the famous example being
a group of scientific recorders headed by
Callisthenes, appointed to accompany Alex-
ander the Great (Aristotle’s pupil, remember)
on his big Asian campaign.

The Histories are, at their core, an en-
cyclopaedic treatise of incipient botanical
knowledge of the ancient world, a mixture of
autoptic observation and carefully recorded
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information received from emissaries. The
fact is that Theophrastus mentions or de-
scribes over 500 different, interpretable
plants in his writings, and that Suzanne
Amigues stands for their considered, correct
or at least plausible interpretation in modern
botanical terms. Had she only provided an
index to Latin plant names along with that of
French common names, her book would be
perfect. Perhaps | will, some day, compile
such an index on my own.

W.G.

44, Hans Walter LACK — Ein Garten Eden.
Meisterwerke der botanischen Illustra-
tion. Garden of Eden. Masterpieces of
botanical illustration. Un Jardin d’Eden.
Chefs-d’oeuvre de [I’illustration bota-
nique. Revised edition. — Taschen, Hong
Kong etc., 2008 (ISBN 978-3-8365-
0302-0). 576 pages, frontispiece + 483
facsimile plates in colour or half-tint;
hard cover with dust jacket.

The original edition of the present book
(see OPTIMA Newslett. 36: (39-40). 2002)
was published in 2001 on the occasion of the
Austrian National Library’s homonymous
millennium exhibition. Both the event and the
book met with astounding success, and the
latter, although reprinted, soon went out of
stock. Even so it is unusual that an exhibition
catalogue be reissued long after the event.
The present one is an exception, which proves
that, rather than a mere guide to the show, it
is a work with its own, independent standing.

Exactly 100 items, shown in the exhibi-
tion, are presented in the book. From each,
one to several illustrations were reproduced,
mostly on a full page, more rarely two per
page. The explanatory text is entirely trilin-
gual (German, English and French). None of
these points has changed in the new edition,
which up to the end of the main portion is
identical, in contents and pagination, to the
prior one. For further details, may | thus
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refer to my full review of the latter, cited
above.

This book is more, however, than a
slightly updated reprint. For one, the format
has been enlarged, much to the benefit of the
reproductions, and the binding is stronger to
account for the increased weight. Second,
some additions were made toward the end: a
new Postface, several updates to the Biblio-
graphy, and a complete overview of the ex-
hibited works, with shelf marks and refer-
ences. A third improvement of note is the
addition of plant identifications to the table
captions: modern Latin names (fully indexed)
and, whenever available, German, English
and French common names (not indexed). If
in 2002 | had noted the absence of such iden-
tifications, I now see my admonishment, if it
was one, taken into account. The task, espe-
cially with some of the older plant represen-
tations that are rough, stylised or inaccurate,
was not an easy one, but has been well
achieved. (For an exception, let me note that
the so-called Cephalanthera rubra, on p. 67,
is in fact Platanthera chlorantha.) W.G.

Herbaria and Libraries

45. Hervé Maurice BURDET — Collections
de Candolle. Catalogue des collecteurs
botaniques, une documentation. [Alter-
native title on cover: Collecteurs de
Candolle (DVD)]. — Privately published,
Carouge, 2008. XLvI + 466, XI + 238,
Xix + 621 pages, 238 portraits, 621
handwriting facsimiles; 3 volumes (avail-
able on DVD only).

An extraordinary publication! After a
labour of 30 years, during much of which he
was responsible for the library and archives
of the Geneva Conservatoire botanique,
Hervé Burdet has released to the public his
compendium of collectors represented in the
Candolle herbaria. The text, consigned on a
DVD, is formatted in such a way as to be

ready for print. It consists of 3 “bulky” vol-
umes: the first of text, the second of portraits,
and the third of samples of handwriting in
facsimile.

The central source of this inventory is
the handwritten registry of incoming material
that was kept by the Candolle family over a
period of 120 years, take or leave a few. This
source has doubtless some gaps, inaccuracies
or inconsistencies, but is nevertheless a
document of extraordinary value. The elder
Candolle, when back in Geneva from Mont-
pellier in 1818, sat down and completed the
first portion of it from memory, quantifying
in terms of specimen numbers the individual
items (some accessions, as Candolle stated in
an added note, might have been left out alto-
gether). From there on, entries were more
consistent if a times somewhat irregular. The
final total of the inventory, at the death of the
last Candolle botanist (Richard Emile Au-
gustin, t1920), was but a trifle short of
400,000 specimens.

To fully understand the nature and cov-
erage of Burdet’s inventory one has to ac-
quaint oneself with the history of the herbaria
now at Geneva, which is set out tersely yet
comprehensively in the highly informative
introductory chapter. In short, as should be
generally known, there were two separate
herbaria owned by the Candolles: the first
containing the materials they had received
before completion of the relevant volume of
the Prodromus and Monographiae, the sec-
ond with the specimens that were either re-
ceived afterward or pertain to families of
which no treatment was ever published (most
monocots and all gymnosperms and crypto-
gams). The first herbarium is kept perma-
nently separate as the “Prodromus Herbar-
ium”, to be cited as G-DC, and is for the
most part available on microfiche (note,
however, that the material corresponding to
the Monographiae was for the most part not
photographed). The second herbarium was
not kept as a separate unit but integrated with
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the general herbarium (G). As a result, ac-
cessions that reached the Candolle family
after 1824, when publication of the Prodro-
mus started, are now to be found, partly in
G-DC and partly in G. As a natural conse-
guence, the present inventory covers both.

The Candolles’ herbarium register can
be seen as the backbone of the present inven-
tory, but much flesh has built around it. (It is
perhaps more accurate to say that some of
the flesh originated way before the backbone
was built in.) By flesh, I mean the note files
built by Burdet over the decades, derived
from herbarium specimens, stray publica-
tions, and the immense correspondence of the
Candolles kept in the Geneva archives. From
the latter, the handwriting samples published
in volume 3 are taken (although I note that at
least some of the letters were addressed to
Barbey, owner of the Boissier Herbarium,
and its keeper Autran). It is a pity that no
handwritten labels have been reproduced
along with the letters, as the writing on these,
of which the authorship is often crucially
important, often differs substantially from
that which appears in correspondence.

A few more words on the text volume.
As | have mentioned, it starts with an intro-
ductory chapter on the history of the Geneva
herbaria. What | have not made sufficiently
clear, is the importance of this chapter in a
general way, beyond the immediate Candol-
lean context. Whoever is interested in the
history of botanical collections and collecting
will find Burdet’s historical introduction to
be fascinating reading. Let me just mention a
selection from the subjects covered, drawn
from Burdet’s own subtitles: the pre-Linnean
collections at Geneva and their supposed
links with the Burmans; the Sessé and Mo-
¢ifio saga and the role in it of the “ladies of
Geneva”; the chaotic sale of the Lambert
collections; the background of early botanical
or scientific societies such as the “Unio itine-
raria”, the Société Philomatique, and the
Société d’Arcueil, the three Saint-Hilaires,
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and the voyage in search of La Peyrouse.
Beyond the introduction, volume 1 assembles
biographical data on all relevant collectors,
with as much information as available on the
number, provenance, and accession date(s) of
the specimens. Needless to say, the question
of accession dates is often crucial when one
wants to find out whether plants sent to Can-
dolle by the authors of new species are or are
not part of the original material.

This work ought to have been published
as hard copy in the first place. The text on
the DVD mentions the printing, in December
2008, of a limited number (10!) copies at a
specified printer in Carouge, and even their
prospective addressees. That edition, unfor-
tunately, failed to be produced, and if any
hard copy should exist in some place, it
would be an ad-hoc offprint from the DVD.
It is shameful that no publisher should have
taken an interest, not even the Conservatoire
botanique which ought to be immediately
interested in diffusing a work that was writ-
ten on its premises and concerns its own
holdings. For the time being and until further
notice, only the DVD edition of the work is
available, which was privately published by
the author in 100 copies (assuming these not
to be phantoms, too). W.G.

Festschrifts

46. Fopfi PUINMOBCKKM, Pucto JI03A-
HOBCKW & Bnano MATEBCKU (ed.) —
360pHMK Ha TPYLOBM MOCBETEH Ha
Akagemnk Kupmnn MuLgescku no nosog
80-rogmwiHmHaTa of paraweto. Collection
of papers devoted to Academician Ki-
ril Micevski on the occasion of the 80
years of his birth. — MakegoHcka Akage-
Muja Ha HaykuTe n YmMeTHOCTUTe, CKo-
nje, 2007 (ISBN 978-9989-101-80-9).
347 pages, drawings, graphs, maps,
graphs, photographs (several in colour);
soft boards with cover flaps.
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This is a posthumous homage to the
great Macedonian botanist Kiril Micevski,
who had died in 2002, aged 75 (see OPTIMA
Newslett. 38: (65). 2009). It begins with a
laudatio by Vlado Matevski (in Macedonian
and English), with lists of Micevski’s publi-
cations and of the 47 species and 55 vegeta-
tion units described and named by him. A
short biography by Ernest Mayer, similarly
bilingual (Slovenian and Macedonian) fol-
lows. The main body of the volume consists
of 16 scientific papers written either in Eng-
lish with Macedonian summary (9) or, con-
versely, in Macedonian with an English
summary (7). They concern a wide range of
disciplines: floristics and chorology, vegeta-
tion sciences, karyotaxonomy, mycology,
aeropalynology, bioindication, limnology,
and pedology. Two new associations and two
subassociations are described, as well as one
species (Festuca jakupicensis) and two for-
mae new to science (in Cerastium banati-
cum, where two new combinations at that
rank are also made). Particular genera dealt
with include Crocus, Onobrychis, and Scor-
zonera.

The volume is a worthy tribute to Mi-
cevski’s memory: interesting in contents,
nicely printed, and with good international
participation from Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Serbia, Slovenia, and even Ger-
many. W.G.

Reprints

47. Arne STRID & Barbro STRID - Sib-
thorp & Smith, Flora graeca volumes
1-2, 1806-1816. Annotated re-issue. —
Gantner, Ruggell FL, 2009 (ISBN 978-
3-906166-70-4). Xv + 412 pages, 202
colour plates, maps; hard cover with dust
jacket.

The history and background of Sib-
thorp’s Flora graeca, published in ten folio

volumes by Smith then Lindley between 1806
and 1840, are well known. Arguably the
most costly botanical publication ever, illus-
trated from Ferdinand Bauer’s superb paint-
ings by using the most sophisticated print
technique of the time, initially printed in a
mere 40 copies, this splendid work has also
great scientific importance as one of the early
sources for the botany of Greece and neigh-
bouring countries. All this is narrated in great
detail in Lack’s masterly book, The Flora
Graeca Story, that | have presented earlier in
this column (see OPTIMA Newslett. 34: (22-
23). 1999) and on which the introduction to
the present re-issue is largely based.

Five volumes are planned in this new
editions, pair-wise to include the plates of the
ten original ones. The plates only, unfortu-
nately: The text is not being reprinted. It is to
be made available, so we are promised, in the
form of a CD-ROM once the re-issue is
complete, and | look forward for this to hap-
pen (even though by then, doubtless, the
books will have been made available online).
As a placeholder for the original text Arne
Strid has supplied his own, which for those
species occurring in Greece is complemented
with a dot map of the Greek distribution,
generated from the “Flora hellenica data-
base”. These are new, informative items,
especially as Strid undertakes to critically
identify the plants of Sibthorp’s Flora in
terms of modern classification and nomencla-
ture. Also, he often mentions obvious errors
in the alleged provenance of Sibthorp’s
plants.

The plate reproductions, based on old
Kodachrome slides transformed into digital
images then painstakingly cleaned with the
aid of Photoshop software, are perhaps not
guite as convincing as a new scan using to-
day’s technology might have been, but are
nevertheless surprisingly good. Unfortunately
they lack indication of the scale of reduction
which, we are told, is not uniform. The major
weak point | must mention is the identifica-
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tion of the plants. In some cases, it is obvious
from the author’s own comments that he does
not use the appropriate name but a synonym:
Salvia horminum (plate 20) is correctly
named S. viridis, Aegilops caudata (plate
95) is A. markgrafii, Scabiosa sibthorpiana
(plate 110) is Tremastelma palaestinum,
Crucianella monspeliaca (plate 140) is C.
latifolia. More serious are actual errors of
identification, of which I have made out at
least three: ““Anchusella variegata™ (plate
178) is not that species but a colour variant
of the related A. cretica, and was not found
in Crete or on any Aegean island but perhaps
in the Patras area of the Peloponnese, or else
on Corfu; “Convolvulus lineatus™ (plate 199)
is misnamed and in fact represents C. olei-
folius, a common species in Greece, mapped
overleaf (on p. 402); and C. cneorum of plate
200, interpreted as “C. oleifolius™, is cor-
rectly identified in the original but was re-
ported from Samos in error — it can have
been found on either Sicily or some Adriatic
island of Croatia. W.G.

Congresses and Meetings

48. Fabio GARBARI & Gianni BEDINI (ed.)
— Proceedings of the XII OPTIMA
Meeting, Pisa, 10-16 September 2007.
[Bocconea (ISSN 1120-4060), 23.] -
Herbarium Mediterraneum Panormita-
num, Palermo, 2009. 487 pages, tables,
maps, illustrations; paper.

The proceedings volume of the 2007
OPTIMA Meeting in Pisa, edited by the
Meeting’s local organisers, took two years to
be published — less than has often been the
case on earlier occasions. As has become
customary, the Herbarium Mediterraneum in
Palermo has generously offered its mono-
graph series, Bocconea, to host the proceed-
ings. Compared to previous volumes of its
kind, this one, with its 46 papers (13 corre-
sponding to lectures and 33 to poster presen-
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tations), is relatively slim. Presumably due,
at least in part, to strict peer review, two
thirds of the scientific contributions presented
at Pisa are absent. Even so, the volume gives
a fair if streamlined impression of the mani-
fold interests and activities of OPTIMA’S
membership. W.G.

49. [Tuna EKiM] (ed.) - XII1 OPTIMA
Meeting, March 22-26 2010, Anta-
lya/Tirkiye. Proceedings — [istanbul],
2010. 183 pages; paper.

Contrary to what the title implies, this is
the book of abstracts of the XIlII OPTIMA
Meeting. Following a tabular presentation of
the Meeting programme are 199 abstracts of
lectures (55) and posters (144) that were
presented. The proceedings will be published
as a volume of Bocconea. W.G.

50. Piera DI MARzI0, Paola FORTINI &
Stefania ScIPPA — 104° Congresso Na-
zionale della Societa Botanica Italiana
onlus. Le scienze botaniche nella cultu-
ra e sviluppo economico del territorio.
Riassunti delle comunicazioni e dei po-
ster. — Universita degli Studi del Molise
& Societa Botanica Italiana, Campobas-
so, 2009 (ISBN 978-88-96394-00-7).
309 pages; paper.

The annual congress of the Italian Bo-
tanical Society was structured into 6 sympo-
sia, with 39 invited lectures, and a large
number of poster presentations allotted to one
of 18 thematic groups. The main symposium
themes were, in very free translation: plants
in human culture, the Global Conservation
Strategy, flora writing in Italy, progress in
lichenology, new botanical techniques, and
vegetation history. Among the poster groups,
those prevailing numerically were, in order:
applied botany, biosystematics, conservation,
floristics, and ecology. The abstracts re-
ceived by the deadline and here published are
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Publications

286, corresponding to 38 lectures and 248
posters. W.G.

51. Simonetta PECCENINI & Giannianto-
nio DOMINA (ed.) — Societa Botanica I-
taliana, Gruppo per la Floristica. Gruppi
critici della flora d’ltalia. Comunica-
zioni. — Dipartimento di Scienze Botani-
che dell’Universita di Palermo, 2009
(ISBN 978-88-903108-2-9). 54 pages;
paper.

Twenty-three short papers (of mostly 2
printed pages) presented at a meeting on
critical groups of the Italian flora are in-
cluded. The Meeting took place at the Plant
Biology Department of Rome University on
30 and 31 October 2009. The papers deal
with generic relationships of Alyssum, Che-
nopodium, and Polygonum, and with mem-
bers of the genera Allium, Cerastium, Crupina,
Dianthus, Doronicum, Erysimum, Festuca,
Paeonia, Primula, Pyrus, Romulea, Rubus,
and Vulpia. New names and combinations
are proposed in Acer, Acinos, Euphorbia,
Helichrysum, Logfia, Muscari, Myosotis,
Pimpinella, Senecio, and Silene. W.G.

52. XX. A. BAPOAHSAH, B. B. KA3APsH,
[Noap NpaHTOoBHA OrAHE3OBA & Ma-
puHa 3. OrAHecAH (ed.) — AKTy-
afbHble npobneMbl 60TaHUKN B Ap-
MeHUW. Matepuanbl  MexayHapoaHOl
KOH(pepeHL MK, NOCBsLLEHHON 70-n1eTuto
WHctntyta BoTaHuku, BoTaHMYecKkoro
Capa HAH PA un 90-netnio akagemmka
B. O. KasapsHa (6-9 okTa6ps 2008 r.,
EpeBaH). — NHctuTyT BotaHnkn HAH
PA, EpesaH, 2008. 444 pages, tables,
black-and-white illustrations; paper.

This is the Proceedings volume of an in-
ternational conference held in October 2008,
in Erevan, on the occasion of the 70" anni-
versary of the Botanical Institute and Botanic
Garden of the National Academy of Sciences

of the Armenian Republic and of the 90"
birthday of academician V. O. Kazarian. It
comprises 111 short papers, some in English
but most in Russian, exceptionally in Arme-
nian, all with English title and abstract. Sub-
ject coverage is wide but, in spite of Ka-
zarian being a plant physiologist, not mainly
physiological. The introductory papers are
overviews of the historical development of
botanical sciences in Armenia. They are fol-
lowed by contributions to plant morphology,
taxonomy and conservation, studies of flora
and vegetation, ecophysiology and biotech-
nology, plant resources and introduction,
forestry, etc. The geographical focus is on
Armenia, Russia, Ukraine and the Baltic
Countries. Plant families referred to specifi-
cally include Chenopodiaceae, Compositae,
Gramineae, Malpighiaceae, Orchidaceae,
and Umbelliferae; and as to genera, aspects of
Achillea, Astragalus, Colchicum, Crataegus,
Dichondra, Diospyros, Falkia, Hemero-
callis, Lathyrus, Olea, Papaver, Pulsatilla,
Punica, Rhododendron, Staphylea, and Vac-
cinium are dealt with. W.G.

New Journals

53. Boletin Micol6gico de FAMCAL. Una
contribucion de FAMCAL a la difusion
de los conocimientos micoldgicos en
Castilla y Ledn. Nos. 1-4 (ISSN 1886-
5984). Federacion de Asociaciones Mi-
colégicas de Castilla y Ledn (FAM-
CAL), Salamanca, 2006-2009. 192 +
192 + 159 + 155 pages, figures, colour
photographs, maps, graphs, tables;
paper.

Local mycological associations, even
discounting informal groupings, presently
proliferate in Spain, especially in the north-
ern part of the country where macrofungi,
including edible ones, abound and are in-
creasingly popular. Federations of such asso-
ciations exist, if not yet on a national or pen-
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insular level, at least in Catalonia, the
Basque country, Asturias, and Castile &
Leon. The latter, with which we are dealing
here, is known under the acronym FAMCAL.
In 2006 when it started publishing its own
journal it had 16 member associations but
now, four years later, they are already 26,
representing all nine provinces of the north-
ern half of the Spanish interior: a phenomenal
growth rate indeed.

It is a safe bet that much of this extraor-
dinary growth is due to the journal itself, an
achievement FAMCAL can be proud of.
Elegant in its makeup, with abundant, re-
markably good photographic illustration in
colour printed on high quality paper, it is
pleasant to look at in the first place. More
importantly, the interest and quality of its
contents match the good looks. Allowing for
the fact that, in the obvious effort to fulfil
readership expectations, the journal also
includes some housekeeping items (meeting
notices, short notes, some book reviews, even
a couple of poems), it is for the most part
made of original scientific papers on basic
and applied mycological subjects. Local revi-
sions of critical genera, presentation of rare
and little known species (some first records
for Spain), ecological and conservational
topics predominate; there is even an article
on to fungi from Israel. So far, only macro-
fungi are apparently dealt with — but decid-
edly not with a culinary bias! Every paper is
preceded by an abstract and keywords in (at
least) Spanish and English. W.G.

54. Bulletin of the Natural History Mu-
seum in Belgrade. Volume 1 (ISSN
1820-9521). Natural History Museum
Belgrade, Beograd, 2008. 254 pages,
black-and-white illustrations,tables; pa-
per.

The journal Glasnik Prirodnjackog
Muzeja u Beogradu, Serija B, Bioloske
Nauke, was last published in 1998 (with

Publications

volume 49/50), then discontinued. Publica-
tion has now resumed under an English title
(instead of the French alternative title of the
original run), with a new numbering. The two
former series (there was also Serija A, Geo-
loSke Nauke, which included palaeontological
subjects) have been merged but still form
separate sections. All papers are peer-re-
viewed, written in English, headed by an
English abstract and followed by a summary
in Serbian. Botany, with two papers (plus a
palaeobotanical one) out of 15, is rather un-
derrepresented — a deficit hopefully to be
compensated in future volumes. W.G.

55. Pulse. News from the Linnean Society of
London — a living forum for biology. No.
1 (ISSN 1759-8036). Linnean Society of
London, London, 2009. 8 pages, colour
illustrations; no cover.

With Pulse, the Linnean Society of Lon-
don offers itself and to its fellows no less
than the fifth current regular publication,
in addition to its three standard scientific
Journals and The Linnean. The word News
in the subtitle suggests a newsletter for the
membership, which in a way it obviously
is; but rather than a mere news bulletin it is
also meant to host articles on scientific top-
ics.

The name PuLSe is not explicitly ex-
plained, but by inference the letters LS stand
for the Linnean Society, and pulse might
rather suggest the pulse of time than a leg-
ume crop (after all, the logo chosen repre-
sents Linnaea, not Lens). Indeed, the articles
published so far excel by treating themes of
actuality, and though it may be pretentious to
judge, Pulse does apparently set itself off
against The Linnean (subtitled “Newsletter
and Proceedings™) by being forward-looking
rather than retrospective. Publication is quar-
terly, and up to the present (N° 6, April
2010) the issue size is a regular 8 pages.

W.G.
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